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[Continued from last issue]
5. Similarly with regard to the distinction between

“Torah” and “the word of G-d”:
“Torah” includes the reasoning and the opinions

that were not accepted as law (for example, the lessons
that can be derived from these Torah concepts when
applied to other contexts), whereas (as it says in
Gemara) “the word of G-d (Havaya) is law.”

And this is the intent of the verse, “out of Tziyon
shall the Torah come forth, and the word of G-d from
Yerushalayim.” Namely, that “Torah” is connected with
“Tziyon,” and “the word of G-d” is connected with
“Yerushalayim” [a parallel that is elaborated below].

It is known39 that the significance and particular
quality of every thing is expressed by its name. Thus, in
our case, the terms “Tziyon” and “Yerushalayim”40 –
although both are names of the same city41 – convey
different concepts and different aspects of the city. The
name “Tziyon” (meaning “siman”42 (sign, marker), as
in, “Set up markers for yourself”43) connotes
something that is (only) a “sign” of an elevated
spiritual quality, as is known44 that “the lower [i.e.,
earthly] Yerushalayim” is positioned “opposite the
supernal Yerushalayim” [standing as a sign or symbol
of its spiritual counterpart]. The name “Yerushalayim,”
on the other hand, alludes to the virtue of fear of
Heaven (yiras Shamayim), which is present within it
[i.e., the word “Yerushalayim”], as it says in
Midrash,45 “It is called ‘Yerushalayim’ on account of
[its being composed of the words] ‘yira (fear)’ and
‘shalem (complete).’” That is, “Yerushalayim”
indicates the level of complete/perfect fear [of G-d].46

[Indeed, there is a practical connection between

Yerushalayim and the fear of G-d]
as we interpret47 the verse,48 “so
that you may learn to fear G-d,
your L-rd, all the days,” which is
said regarding the second tithe. The
fact that we had seen “the place of
the Divine Presence, the Kohanim
in their assigned service, the Leviim
[singing and playing music] on
their platform, and Yisroel at their
station” taught us and brought us
“to fear G-d, your L-rd.”

6. The two levels – “Tziyon”
and “Yerushalayim” – also find
expression in the Divine service of
the Jewish people,49 for just as
(G-d), “chose the Land of Yisroel
as His portion,”50 so too “He
chose [the people] Yisroel as His
portion”; they resemble each

other, in the following manner. Just as Yerushalayim
(the “select” portion of the Land of Yisroel) can be
discussed in terms of these two levels, “Tziyon” and
“Yerushalayim,” so too regarding the Jewish people –
their Divine service has these two aspects.

“Yerushalayim” – “It is called ‘Yerushalayim’ on
account of ‘yira (fear)’ and ‘shalem (complete)’” – in
terms of Divine service, is the level of the ultimate
perfection of fear [of G-d] and self-abnegation, toiling
towards self-refinement in a manner that one’s entire
being is fear, absolute self-nullification.  

“Tziyon,” meaning “sign,” is the approach to
Divine service whereby one strives towards becoming a
sign or symbol of lofty matters of G-dliness as
expressed On High. He still perceives himself as being
an [independently] existing entity [i.e., separate from
the Creator], insofar as he has not attained absolute
self-nullification. However, his self-concept has been
worked upon (and refined) to the extent that he is a
veritable symbol of supernal matters. 

Since he conceives himself as being an
[independently] existing entity, and from that
condition – also with respect to his intellect – he strives
to comprehend Torah, he internalizes Torah according
to his abilities of understanding and comprehension. 

For that reason, “out of Tziyon…the Torah
come[s] forth.” That is, “Tziyon” (a [person described
as being a] “sign” while it [i.e., he] still remains in the
classification of an independently existing entity) is
connected with the level “Torah,” which is subject to
multiplicity and divisiveness (as discussed above in
Section 4). Since the study and comprehension of
Torah is according to one’s nature and being, of
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consequence it is in a manner of multiplicity and
divisiveness and etc., each according to his
comprehension and according to the root of his soul
Above.51

Nevertheless, since his nature and being is a sign or
symbol of supernal matters, therefore, his opinions and
etc. are part of the Torah of Truth, and “these and these
are words of the living L-rd (Elokim Chayim).” That is,
the numerous opinions are derived (nishtalshel) from
On High – for which reason they are described as
being a sign or symbol – from the multitude of aspects
that exist there, as it were, in “Elokim Chayim” (in the
plural). 

[To be continued, be”H]

NOTES:
39 Shaar HaYichud V’HaEmuna Ch. 1, among several
other sources. See Ohr HaTorah of the Maggid of Mezritch,
B’Reishis, end.

40 For a discussion of the terms
“Tziyon” and “Yerushalayim” as
discussed in Kabbala and Chassidus,
etc. – see Footnote 40 in the original. 

41 To note the commentary of Rashi
on Yoma 77b, end.

42 Likkutei Torah D’varim 1b, end.

43 Yermiyahu 31:20, etc. – see
Footnote 43 in the original.

44 Tanchuma P’kudei, beg.; Zohar
Vol. 1 183b.  

45 B’Reishis Rabba 56:10; Tosafos
entry beginning with the word “Mountain” (Taanis 16a).

46 See Likkutei Torah Rosh HaShana 60b, Shir HaShirim
6c, among several other places.

47 Tosafos entry beginning with the words, “For out of
Tziyon,” in Bava Basra 21a, etc. – see Footnote 47 in the
original.

48 R’ei 14:23.

49 See Yerushalmi Taanis 4:2, end; Megilla 3:6, end
(regarding the concept of “Tziyon”), as well as what is cited
in Footnote 46 (B’nos Yerushalayim). See citations in
Footnote 40.

50 Tanchuma R’ei 8.

51 To note the discussion in Biurei HaZohar VaYishlach
(20b).

He still perceives himself as being an
independently existing entity, insofar
as he has not attained absolute self-
nullification. However, his self-concept
has been worked upon (and refined) to
the extent that he is a veritable symbol
of supernal matters.
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6 KISLEV: THE SIGNS AND TIMES OF THE REDEMPTION –
THE ENTIRE AVODA HAS BEEN COMPLETED, INCLUDING THE
POLISHING OF THE BUTTONS

Furthermore, as my revered father-in-law, the Rebbe,
announced, publicized, and proclaimed, the entire avoda
has been completed, including also “the polishing of the
buttons,” and they have also completed “Stand all of you
ready,” meaning that already “everything is prepared for
the seuda”…immediately mamash!

…[We must] publicize everywhere that we are
standing at the conclusion and close of our activities and
our avoda (“When you go out to war against your
enemies”), and at the beginning of the period of the
payment of the reward, “bestowing the reward of
tzaddikim” (“When you come to the land, etc., you shall
inherit it and dwell therein”). 

(sicha, Shabbos Parshas Pinchas, sicha, Shabbos Parshas Teitzei 5751)

7 KISLEV: AT THE MOMENT OF THE REDEMPTION – WHEN
MOSHIACH COMES ON SHABBOS, THEY WILL COME
IMMEDIATELY – EVEN FROM CHUTZ LA’ARETZ

G-d shall immediately mamash continue to apply

His hand a second time, etc., and
He shall gather the lost of Israel,
and the scattered ones of Yehuda
He shall gather from the four
corners of the earth…and return all
of them – and return with them…

This begins with the seuda of
Motzaei Shabbos, the seuda of
Dovid Malka M’shicha. And most
importantly, it should be held with
Dovid Malka M’shicha at its head,
since even before this, on the holy
day of Shabbos, they will come
with Clouds of Glory (Daniel
7:13) – for there are no
restrictions [to traveling outside
the city limits] higher than ten
handbreadths (Eruvin 43a) – to
our Holy Land, to the Holy City of
Yerushalayim, to the holy
mountain, to the Beis HaMikdash,
to the Kodesh HaKodashim.

(sicha, Shabbos Parshas VaYechi 5752)

8 KISLEV: THERE’S A P’SAK DIN THAT
THE REDEMPTION MUST COME AT
ANY MOMENT

Every day Jews await the True
and Complete Redemption and
hope that it will come, which is in
accordance with the halachic
ruling (Mishneh Torah, Hilchos

N’zirus 4:3) that if someone vows that he will not
drink wine on the day that Moshiach comes, it is
forbidden for him to drink wine forever. 

(sicha, Shabbos Parshas Acharei-K’doshim 5751)

9 KISLEV – BIRTHDAY AND YAHRTZAIT OF THE MITTELER
REBBE: LEARNING FROM THE MITTELER REBBE

Since there already exists the culmination of the
connection between spirituality and materialism, and
everything is prepared for the Redemption…we must
do things that will actually reveal this…and to learn
from the Mitteler Rebbe…

[He teaches] that everyone should make a special
effort to express his spirituality and his
“chassidishkait” in his materialism and in his physical
matters. Furthermore, in his physical time and place,
the warmth and vitality stemming from his
“Yiddishkait” and “chassidishkait” should be felt, to
the point that there will be no separation between
them. Rather they will be literally as one.

(sicha, Shabbos Parshas VaYeitzei 5752)
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10 KISLEV – CHAG HA’GEULA OF THE MITTELER REBBE:
IN THE TIME OF THE EXILE – THE GLORY OF THE
SH’CHINA IN A LOFTY NATION

When the Jewish People were given over to a
nation or kingdom, this nation initially rose above all
the other nations, and as long as the Jewish People
were under their rule, they continued to ascend.
Furthermore, as it was in the kingdom of Pharaoh,
Nebuchadnezzar, Rome, and in every generation, the
reason was that in the exile of Israel, the Sh’china
goes into exile with them, as is stated, “when they
(the Jewish Nation) were exiled to Edom, the
Sh’china was (exiled) with them” (Megilla 29a), and
there is no glory to the Sh’china to be exiled to a
lowly nation.

The Rebbe shlita MH”M adds:
Similarly, we see even in our final generation. As

long as the majority of the Jewish People were in
Russia, that country placed its fear upon the whole
world. Now, in recent times, when the majority of the
people have moved to the United states, this country
became the strongest country in the world.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 20, pg. 142, Toras Chaim – B’Reishis I: 92a)

11 KISLEV: THREE TORAH SOURCES
FOR THE COMING OF THE REDEMPTION

The promise of G-d to redeem
Israel at the end of days appear three
times in Torah:

The first time is in Parshas
Nitzavim, where it states, “And
Hashem your G-d will return…and
He will gather you from all the
nations…and Hashem your G-d will
bring you to the land” – the explicit
promise of the ingathering of the
exiles – proof of the fulfillment of
the Redemption.

The second time is in Parshas Balak, where it states,
“And a staff will arise from Israel…and uproot all the
sons of Seth,” i.e., a leader in Israel will arise and rule
over all humanity – proof that the Redemption will come
through Moshiach.

The third time is in Parshas Mishpatim, where the
Torah commands the establishment of six cities of refuge
in Eretz Yisroel (for those to flee who inadvertently
killed someone), and the Torah then adds: “[When]
Hashem, your G-d, expands your boundary… you shall
add three more cities for yourself.” This means that
when G-d extends the boundaries of Eretz HaKodesh, at
the time of the Redemption, it is a mitzva for Israel to
add and build three more cities of refuge. 

(D’var Malchus 12, sec. 1-2)

12 KISLEV: THE REDEMPTION IS WAITING FOR EVERY JEW
TO OPEN THE DOOR AND DRAG IT IN

As I have mentioned repeatedly several times, not
only will the Redemption come soon, but the
Redemption is already at the threshold, waiting for every
Jew to open the door and drag the Redemption into the
room!

(yechidus, 6 MarCheshvan 5752)

Every day Jews await the True and
Complete Redemption and hope that it
will come, which is in accordance with
the halachic ruling that if someone
vows that he will not drink wine on the
day that Moshiach comes, it is
forbidden for him to drink wine forever. 



Shalom bayis and chinuch go
hand in hand. Without shalom
bayis it is not possible to be
successful with the chinuch of
children! 

When a couple stands under
the chuppa, the chassan says to
the kalla, “harei at mekudeshes li
k’das Moshe v’Yisroel (you are
sanctified to me according to the
law of Moshe and Yisroel).” Why
“Moshe and Yisroel” and not “like
the command of Hashem?” And
why is it that when marrying
“k’das Moshe v’Yisroel” is said,
and no other occasion?

Someone once said that there
is an important message here for
the young couple. Moshe
Rabbeinu spent decades in

Midyan, far from the Jewish
people who were enslaved in
Egypt. Hashem made a shidduch
between Moshe and the Jewish
people and this shidduch had its
ups and downs. There were
arguments, some decided to
return to Egypt, there were the
complainers, spies, and eirav rav,
but after all that they lasted until
120!

When we say “k’das Moshe
v’Yisroel,” we are hinting to the
couple – you will need to work
things out even when there are
complaints and, despite that,
continue to live together until
120.

In the HaYom Yom (22 Teives)
it says, “Just as wearing t’fillin
every day is a mitzva commanded
by the Torah regardless of one’s
standing in Torah, whether one
is deeply learned or simple, so
too it is an absolute duty for
every person to spend a half-
hour every day thinking about
the Torah-education of children,
and to do everything in his
power – and beyond his power –
to inspire children to follow the
path along which they are being
guided.”

This is what the Rebbe writes
to a Chassid, especially those who
are involved with communal
matters: At this opportunity I
would like to point out that it is
not apparent, in all your letters,
that you dedicate time and

energy to influencing your home
– i.e., your wife and children –
with ways of pleasantness and
matters of drawing close. I
choose the word “dedicate”
[from the root “sanctify”]
deliberately, because it is a
matter of holiness, insofar as it
pertains to the existence of the
holy people. The verse is
understood literally, “and you
shall teach your children,” and
as this is explained in the laws of
Talmud Torah.

This is especially the case in
light of the Rebbe Rashab’s
famous sicha, which begins by
saying that just as one is
obligated to put on t’fillin every
day, so too, one is obligated to
dedicate time to influence one’s
wife and children, etc. Obviously,
one should not seek to discharge
his obligation minimally in a
way of “shpitz Chabad” and with
lights without vessels on other
people’s account; ultimately this
is also at your own expense.

May Hashem grant you
success to serve as a role model
in this matter to your friends and
acquaintances too, and of course
not to scrimp on the necessary
time for these activities, because,
as mentioned above, by
dedicating time to holiness and
one mitzva draws another
mitzva, it will lead to an increase
in everything else. 

PARENTS, SPOUSES,

FIND THE TIME!
By Rabbi Chaim Shlomo Diskin, Shliach and rav of the Chabad community in Kiryat Ata



(29 Cheshvan 5717)

The Rebbe was writing to a
Chabad Chassid and called him
“shpitz Chabad,” yet the man
wasn’t devoting himself to his
home, to his wife and children.
The Rebbe emphasizes that the
Rebbe’s Rashab’s answer is “to
dedicate from your time to
influence your wife and children,
etc.” Women often complain, “My
husband has no time for me.”

When a child sees that his
father does not set aside time for
him, he feels he is not worth the
time and the proof is that he is
last in his father’s order of
priorities (woe to the child whose
mother is also busy, for he is
completely neglected). He is
worth less than strangers who get
his father’s attention. When a
child sees that his father comes
home late, and even then he is
preoccupied with important
matters and has no time for him,
he knows what position he
occupies in his father’s world.

How many people devote (not
half an hour a day but) half an
hour a week to their child’s
chinuch? When a parent doesn’t
have a set time to learn with his
son, that is a problem. There are
families in which the father does
not learn with his son at all.
Sometimes the mother learns with
the child merely so he can pass a
test. I’ve heard explanations for
the lack of time, but you know
that at the end of the week you
get various publications, and your
child sees that you have time to
read them, but you have no time
for him.

How many men learn with
their wives? There are many
letters from the Rebbe about this,
“Obviously it is proper and
worthwhile, in appropriate
matters. Your question is
surprising.” This person, who
asked the Rebbe, apparently did

not understand why he should
learn with his wife at all. 

(In some groups they bless that
the girl should be raised “to
(marry) a ben Torah,” while
others only say, “to chuppa and to
mitzvos.” Only in Chabad is it
said, “Raise her to Torah.” The
woman is obligated in most
mitzvos just like a man, certainly
when it pertains to Shabbos and
Pesach where there are no
differences).

You can learn halachos
together, a sicha of the Rebbe,
and many other things. When
parents learn together this can
make a deep impression on a
child. The learning needs to be
done with a kvius b’nefesh – with
the knowledge that this time is
sacred and devoted only to this.

Over twenty years ago I had a
chavrusa to learn halacha before
being tested for smicha for
rabbanus by Heichal Shlomo. My
chavrusa was not a Lubavitcher.
When we learned in his house, we
had to finish at precisely 8:59. If
we learned at my house, we had to
finish at 8:50. Why? Because at
9:00 there was a news program
that he couldn’t miss.

One time, two days before a
difficult test, I asked him – maybe
he would forego the program, for
this was abnormal devotion, but
he couldn’t… That’s a kvius
b’nefesh! I learned from him what
kvius b’nefesh is.

I personally have devoted one
night to learning with my children
and I don’t go anywhere or do
anything else but that. The phones
are not answered at this time.

It happened once that someone
needed me urgently and he
couldn’t call me since my phone
was off the hook, so he showed up
at my house unannounced. I
asked him if this was an
emergency and I explained that I
was sitting with someone and was

busy with him. The person ended
up coming in and saw my 8-9 year
old son. He didn’t understand and
he said, “But there’s nobody
here?” 

I told him, “My son is here,”
and the man was offended. What
he saw was that children are not
peripheral to my life but
“important people” who need and
deserve my full attention.

The same is true for couples.
Time must be devoted to sitting
and doing things together. The
routine of many years together
leads to forgetfulness and a
breakdown of the relationship. At
the beginning of married life the
couple has time and they chat for
hours (today it is common to chat
for hours even before the
wedding, from one end of the
world to the other), but when it is
really necessary they take each
other for granted.

After some time goes by,
communication may break down,
which is why it is necessary to set

I asked him if this
was an emergency
and I explained
that I was sitting
with someone and
was busy with him.
The person ended
up coming in and
saw my 8-9 year
old son. He didn’t
understand and he
said, “But there’s
nobody here?”



time aside for one another. This is
what the Rebbe writes in a letter:

Shalom Bayis is one of the
most lofty and important ideals,
particularly when husband and
wife have been blessed with
children. For it is obvious how
important it is for the children to
grow up in a home where peace
reigns, and to grow up in a
whole home, a home where there
is both a father and mother. 

Therefore, it is patently
obvious that even when it is
necessary – to use the familiar
expression – to forgo important
matters, and surely when it
merely involves forgoing
conveniences, that this be
willingly done in order to
establish Shalom Bayis, and
particularly for the sake of the
children. 

Moreover, this is to be done
with joy and gladness of heart,
not with a feeling that a supreme
sacrifice is being made under
pressure, etc. Rather, the feeling
is one that they are doing yet
another good thing for the sake
of the home and for the benefit
of the children, in addition to it
being for the benefit of the
parents themselves.

Sometimes we think that since
we already have children, we need
to invest less effort in shalom
bayis. We are already fully
occupied. A few times I’ve heard
couples who come for help in
shalom bayis say, “My wife is with
the children…” and the husband
feels that he is free to do other
things. 

Actually, the opposite is true,
for in a house that is blessed with
children, the children need to
grow up in a healthy, happy home.
A healthy home is the foundation
for healthy children. Nowadays, as
soon as a child in preschool is
violent they recommend Ritalin,
instead of figuring out where he

learned to behave this way,
cursing and screaming at such a
young age. It came from
somewhere!

Parents have come to me to
consult about problems with their
children and I quickly realized
that the source of the problem was
the parents and their lack of
shalom bayis. When there is
shalom bayis the children feel
secure. When a child grows up in
a home that is not peaceful, his
security is threatened and this is
expressed in the child’s
deterioration and excessive
aggressiveness, or exaggerated
apathy, etc.

The ability to sit with one’s
wife and have an ordinary
conversation in the evening, not

only contributes to their stability,
but also dissolves tensions. One of
the problems that couples have is
lack of communication. Each one
thinks he already knows his
spouse and that the spouse knows
just what he wants, but this is
simply not so.

It’s hard to get used to change
and this is why many avoid it
which saves them from the need to
handle it. In a letter that the
Rebbe wrote to a woman, he says:

Every Jewish man and woman
must constantly remember that
just as G-d conducts the world
as a whole – the macrocosm – so
too, does He conduct the
microcosm that is each and every
one of us. 

Just as G-d has a say in the
world as a whole, so does He
surely have a say in the
microcosmic world of each
individual. We are to rely on
Him, realizing that He surely
directs all matters in a positive
and goodly direction. 

This [positive direction]
should not be impeded by
evincing a lack of bitachon in
blessed G-d, nor by matters that
are not in accordance with the
Torah, one of which is the lack
of proper Shalom Bayis. 

Until after the arrival of
Moshiach, there exists no
individual who can possibly be
perfect, devoid of all flaws.
Thus, beyond a shadow of a
doubt, just as the one person is

flawed, so too is the other. 
Just as we have no desire to

have our own flaws revealed and
pointed out, so too should we
not emphasize and magnify the
faults of others. The above holds
true with regard to all Jews; how
much more so with regard to
husband and wife. 

My purpose here is not to
admonish you, but to make you
aware that the situation is not as
harsh and problematic as you
imagine. Moreover, your
situation is not as uncommon as
you think. 

Each of you should gloss over
certain [negative] matters, for
surely you would do better to
[concentrate on and] find those

The Rebbe Rashab was speaking about
“you shall teach your children,” so how

can the Rebbe expand this to include
one’s wife?



ways that lead to enhanced
Shalom Bayis. 

When Shalom Bayis reigns, it
serves as the receptacle into
which G-d pours His blessings
and success, accompanied by
good health, ample sustenance,
and nachas from children.

(vol. 5, p. 61)

I quoted the letter from the
Rebbe in which he speaks about
the husband’s obligation to
“devote time to influencing his
wife and children.” The Rebbe
bases this on the saying of the
Rebbe Rashab that a Chassid must
devote half an hour a day to
chinuch of children and the Rebbe
adds the obligation to devote time
to influencing one’s wife and
children.

The Rebbe Rashab was
speaking about “you shall teach
your children,” so how can the

Rebbe expand this to include one’s
wife?

I don’t know the precise
history. At first the Rebbe Rashab
demanded an hour, two or three
days a week, and then he wrote,
“half an hour every day.”
Apparently, in the time of the
Rebbe Rashab, the test was in
chinuch, because the maskilim
devoted all their energy into
drawing children into their net.

Today, the big problem is not
just with children but also with
shalom bayis. This is why the
Rebbe added this and insisted that
time be set aside every day for
this. The catastrophe of couples
divorcing is growing and I’m
including our circles.

What is the source of this
increase? It’s hard to point to a
specific reason, but people find
time to quarrel, to oppose one

another instead of being on the
same team. People need to know
when to stand their ground and
when to give in.

From the moment a man
marries, 50% of the decision-
making is not his! Until he
married, he was 100% on his own.
Now, decisions need to be made
jointly. Although people’s views
differ, every decision needs to be
made together.

How is this done? The Rebbe
writes:

Generally speaking, marriage,
even between people of similar
backgrounds, bears a certain risk
as far as how they will suit one
another and how successful they
will ultimately be in getting used
to one another without problems.

Any marriage entails a certain
element of risk, says the Rebbe.
Indeed, the decision to marry is



momentous and difficult. How do
you know if you made the right
decision and that the marriage will
last? 

I recently visited a hospital. A
36-year-old single nurse was
dating someone somewhat older
than her. She asked me how she
could know whether he was the
one for her. She had been dating
him for over a year and she still
didn’t know. 

I told her, “If you continue
some more years, it will be too
late.”

She told me that she had
known someone else for five years
but in the end they parted ways. 

“If that’s the case,” I said,
“you won’t know now either. After
all, there are couples who know

each other for years, live together,
and marry and divorce.”

What determines a successful
marriage is not how many times
you met and the inquiries made
beforehand, but the couples’
ability to live together and their
desire to do so. The real challenge
begins after the wedding when you
see whether it is working or not.

A couple needs to give one
another attention, otherwise the
marriage will not succeed. The
wife needs to feel that he is taking
an interest in her. When they
come to me for advice in shalom
bayis, I check this out when they
are both present. 

I once sat with a couple and
she said: My husband is

disconnected from the house. He
said: What is she talking about? I
do all the shopping, etc.! (The
wife gave him a shopping list on
Thursday.)

The wife said: He never takes
the initiative to call me and ask
me whether I need anything. 

She did not feel that he was
thinking about her.

I once sat with someone in a
senior position at a meeting with
managers of branches and
divisions and the meeting went on
and on. At some point, he called
home and said, “What’s doing? Is
everything okay with the kids?
What about…and what about…
Okay, good, goodbye.” Then he
said to us, “Now I can talk to you
for another few hours.”

We are talking about simply
paying a bit of attention. If the
wife says, “My husband leaves in
the morning and doesn’t call all
day,” that’s a problem with their
communication.

The Rebbe was particular
about eating supper with his wife.
Every evening he went home to
eat and to be at home. He also
went home for candle-lighting on
Fridays (until the Rebbetzin
moved to the library). How many
of us do not do this? How many
of us do not sit once a day to talk
to our wives?

Not only did the Rebbe go
home every night, but he also
helped the Rebbetzin. I know
someone who had the nerve to

look from a neighbor’s porch into
the Rebbe’s sukka during his
Shabbos meal with his wife,
through a space in the s’chach. He
told me that when they finished
the meal, there were two fish
plates and two other plates. The
Rebbe and Rebbetzin brought
them inside with the Rebbe taking
two plates and the Rebbetzin
taking two plates. Then the Rebbe
went back to the sukka and took
in a bottle of wine and some other
things. He once brought the chairs
in too. The Rebbe took the time
so that the Rebbetzin wouldn’t be
doing everything on her own.

Someone once came to consult
with me about his children. I told
him that I prefer if he comes with
his wife. When we all met, I heard
that the husband brought home
guests every Shabbos and all the
work fell on his wife. This was in
addition to her dealing with the
children all day. 

I asked him how much he
helped her and whether the
children participated at the
Shabbos table. The answers were
No. I said, hospitality is a great
thing, but why do it at your
children’s expense? You’re not
home all week and on Shabbos,
when you finally have time to be
with your children, you bring
home guests and you give them all
your attention. That’s criminal!
No wonder your children have
serious chinuch problems! A child
is not a korban! 

You need to invest a lot.
Someone told me, “If I would
have invested in my wife a quarter
of the money that I am investing
now in a lawyer, we would never
have gotten divorced!’

If we put more into our wife
and children, we would prevent
lots of tzaros. You end up
investing time, money, and energy
into a child who is falling away
when you have no choice in the

You need to invest a lot. Someone told
me, “If I would have invested in my

wife a quarter of the money that I am
investing now in a lawyer, we would

never have gotten divorced!’



matter. You end up paying lots of
money to professional counselors,
psychologists and therapists to try
to fix things up.

Remember, all the work in
spreading the wellsprings of
Judaism and Chassidus cannot be
at the expense of your children.
Who says you have to have guests
every Shabbos? You need time to
listen to your children, to talk to
them. You need time to talk to
your wife. That’s part of the job,
to remember and realize that this
is a life-and-death matter,
especially in this generation. If we
don’t give them our attention,
they’ll go elsewhere and we’ll lose
them. There is no vacuum.

We all need support, attention,
and love, children as well as
adults. This is the key to success
in shalom bayis and it’s the key to
success with children – healthy,
spiritual, Jewish, Chassidishe
success.

I must also mention the
problem of the Internet. Whoever

has the Internet at home should
know it poses a real danger to
chinuch and shalom bayis. I speak
with mosdos and with mothers
and I tell them all that this is a
real danger. I know of divorces
that took place thanks to the
Internet.

The Internet can destroy
shalom bayis. A woman told me
that her husband is not doing well
with the laws of Family Purity.
This was odd in a family with
children and I discovered that the
problem was the Internet. Baruch
Hashem that story had a happy
ending.

Internet for children is a
disaster. If you had a highway
near your house where, once a
day, a child was killed, what
mother or father would allow their
children to cross it alone? And
that’s one child a day when many
people a day fall while using the
Internet. A boy in fourth grade
ruined an entire class when he
told them the terrible things he

saw on the Internet. By the time
the parents became aware, the
damage had been done and was
irreparable.

There are filters but they are
not 100% guaranteed. I hear from
girls in high school. One told me
that in her house the Internet has
filters. She sets her alarm for two
in the morning and between two
and four o’clock she uses the
Internet. A friend showed her how
to bypass the filter and she had
already made contact with a boy
and met him.

When her parents found out
that their daughter was in trouble
they got me involved. When I
investigated how she had met the
boy, I heard the story about the
filter.

I have many more stories like
this one. A normal home needs to
be built on a strong, healthy
foundation. If the Rebbe writes to
a chassan and kalla that they
should build their home on a
foundation of Torah and mitzvos,
that means they cannot have
destructive forces in their home.
Not only is it necessary to decide
to build a home in the proper way
but it needs to be tended to and
cultivated until 120. A home is not
built on its own.

May we merit that Hashem
help us succeed in building
Chassidishe homes, homes that
are more connected to the Rebbe,
true Chabad houses, homes that
give the Rebbe MH”M much
nachas, and children who grow up
to be genuine Chassidim and
mekusharim.
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12. THE PROCLAMATION OF YECHI
ADONEINU ADDS LIFE TO MOSHIACH
AND BRINGS ABOUT HIS HISGALUS

Rabbi Mazuz writes further:
“This is in contrast to some in
Chabad who to this day
customarily add ‘Yechi Adoneinu,’
etc., to their communal prayers . 

We find that there is an error
here rooted in an inaccurate
portrayal. The fact is that all
Lubavitcher chassidim fully
believe with complete faith that
the Rebbe is the only Moshiach in
the generation (in the words of
the Rebbe shlita regarding the
Rebbe Rayatz) and he will lead us
to the Complete Redemption. On
this point, there are no differences
of opinion.

In addition, the proclamation
of Yechi Adoneinu during
communal prayer is not just made

by some in Chabad , rather it is
practiced in the majority of
Chabad shuls throughout the
world, and in almost all Chabad
Talmud Torahs, yeshivos, schools,
seminaries, outreach programs,
etc. Furthermore, and most
importantly, this is the prevailing
custom after every davening in
Beis Moshiach – 770 – the main
shul and beis midrash of
Lubavitch. 

This proclamation is founded
upon the instructions of the
Rebbe MH M in a sicha from Beis
Nissan 5748 (Seifer HaSichos
5748, pgs. 350-1), when he spoke
about the sixty-eight (numerical
value of Chaim [life]) years that
had passed since the Rebbe
Rayatz accepted the leadership,
and said: For the existence of the
king depends upon the people,

‘there is no king without a
people’…and as also emphasized
in the coronation of the king,
when the people proclaim ‘Yechi
HaMelech’ (as we also find in the
kingdom of the House of Dovid),
which also emphasizes the effect
of the people upon the life of the
king…the people of the
generation bring about an
increase in the concept of life in
the leader of the generation
…and in simple terms…there
must be an increase principally in
the concept of life, also through
the actions of the people, who
proclaim ‘Yechi HaMelech.’
Indeed, the essence of this
proclamation is that the time has
already come for ‘Arise and sing,
those who dwell in the dust’ – my
revered father-in-law, the Rebbe,
leader of the generation - to the

In response to requests by our
readers, we now present the next
segment from “V’Torah Yevakshu
MiPihu,” Rabbi Sholom Dovber
HaLevi Wolpo’s seifer on the Rebbe’s
teachings regarding Chabad
chassidus, its approach to emuna,
and its various customs.

PROCLAMING ‘YECHI’

ADDS LIFE TO THE KING
By Rabbi Sholom Dovber HaLevi Wolpo
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry



point of ‘Arise and sing, Dovid
Malka M’shicha’… We must
conclude and complete our work
and our avoda - including the
request and demand of ‘Ad
Masai?’ and the proclamation of
‘Yechi HaMelech’ Dovid Malka
M’shicha – with the greatest
possible speed, connected with
joy and vitality…through which
we bring about, as it were, the
‘achishena’ (hastening) of the
agility of G-d…to redeem the
Jewish People with the greatest
possible speed, immediately
mamash, and He will not delay it
for a moment .

Furthermore, the Rebbe stated
on Shabbos Parshas Toldos 5752
(Seifer HaSichos 5752, pg. 133),
that the proclamation of Yechi
HaMelech reveals the existence
of Melech HaMoshiach. Rabbi
Mazuz himself says that in later
years, people would sing before
him ‘Yechi Adoneinu Moreinu
V’Rabbeinu Melech HaMoshiach
L’olam Va’ed,’ and he would
encourage the singing with great
strength and fortitude, as is
known . He accepted the
proclamation, thereby explaining
that this brings the hisgalus of the
existence of Moshiach (meaning
himself).

Thus, after the Rebbe MH M
informed us that he is the
Moshiach, and that this
proclamation brings about an
increase of life to Melech
HaMoshiach, leading to Arise
and sing, Dovid Malka M’shichei
– who can possibly stop us or
cool us off?

With regard to the so-called
claim that all this applied only
before Gimmel Tammuz (as
opposed to now) – on the
contrary, the Rebbe said this in
relation to the previous Rebbe
thirty-eight years after Yud Shvat
5710, through which we add life
to him! Furthermore, he said that

this also brings about the aspect
of Arise and sing within Moshiach
himself.

Therefore, there can be no
doubt whatsoever that we must
continue this proclamation that
expresses the coronation of the
king, and the heartfelt prayer and
faith that the Rebbe will reveal
himself in a state of eternal life
and with the true kingdom of
Moshiach, and he will redeem us
with eternal Redemption very
soon mamash.

13. DOVID, KING OF ISRAEL, CHAI
V’KAYAM IS SAID IN REFERENCE 

Rabbi Mazuz further writes:

This is in contrast to some in
Chabad who to this day
customarily…write ‘Shlita’… Has
anyone heard that people write
Dovid HaMelech shlita, since
they say ‘Dovid, King of Israel,
lives and endures,’ during the
prayer for the Sanctification of
the Moon? 

Here too, I simply don’t
understand what all the fuss is
about, particularly when we have
actually seen among great Torah
scholars the connection between
Dovid, King of Israel, lives and
endures and the bracha of Shlita .
I already included in the preface

to the seifer Leket Shichchas
HaPeia a copy of what the holy
Rabbi Chaim of Sanz, the Baal
Divrei Chaim wrote in reference
to the holy Rabbi Dovid of Lelov:
Our teacher Dovid shlita , long
after the latter’s passing, and he
explained that he did so because
Dovid, King of Israel, lives and
endures .

It can further be stated that in
Maamarei Admur HaZakein on
the pasuk in Neviim (Yeshayahu
9:6), “To him who increases the
authority, and for peace without
end, on Dovid’s throne and on his
kingdom, to establish it and to
support it with justice and with

righteousness, from now and to
eternity,” the Alter Rebbe asks:
We derive from this pasuk that the
throne of Dovid and his kingdom
is forever, but is it not explained
in the passages and the sayings of
our Sages, of blessed memory,
that Dovid lived for only seventy
years? His answer: The matter
here is that when we say, ‘Dovid,
King of Israel, lives and endures,’
it refers to Moshiach ben
Dovid…and this means that the
years of Dovid’s life were
borrowed (shaulim) from Adam
HaRishon…and therefore, it is not
an independent life…and this is

The chai v’kayam stated regarding
Dovid refers primarily to Moshiach, the
Rebbe shlita, who comes from his seed.

For specifically he is imbued with
eternal life from the Infinite G-d,

Blessed Be He, and therefore, there is
the bracha shlita, meaning that the

eternal life will be revealed within him.



the meaning of ‘He asked (shaal)
of you,’ However, regarding
Moshiach, it is stated ‘You gave
to him,’ the level of an everlasting
gift, and therefore, there will be
eternal life . Similarly, his son, the
Mitteler Rebbe, wrote in his seifer
Toras Chaim (VaYechi 106a): And
this is what is written regarding
Moshiach, ‘You gave it to him -
life,’ eternal life of the Infinite G-
d…and this is the concept of
Dovid, King of Israel, lives and
endures . 

This provides an ample
response to Rabbi Mazuz’s
question: Has anyone heard that
people write Dovid HaMelech
shlita, since they say ‘Dovid, King
of Israel, lives and endures,’
during the prayer for the
Sanctification of the Moon? This
is because the chai v’kayam (lives
and endures) stated regarding
Dovid refers primarily to
Moshiach, the Rebbe shlita, who
comes from his seed. For
specifically he is imbued with
eternal life from the Infinite G-d,
Blessed Be He, and therefore,
there is the bracha shlita, meaning
that the eternal life will be
revealed within him, and he will
live and endure in a revealed state
before our very eyes.

14. THE REBBE SAY “SHLITA” IN
REFERENCE TO THE REBBE RAYATZ
AND REQUESTS THAT WE REFRAIN
FROM USING TERMS OF HISTALKUS

In fact, we find numerous
instances in the Rebbe’s sichos,
where he mentions the Rebbe
Rayatz, nishmaso Eden, with the
bracha “shlita”, while also
rejecting the use of terms of
histalkus in reference to him.
Similarly, at the conclusion of the
farbrengen of Acharon Shel
Pesach 5710 (Toras Menachem,
Vol. 1, pg. 27), the Rebbe sobbed
as he said that no one should
apply the term “his soul rests in
the hidden treasures of Heaven”

to the Rebbe Rayatz: What hidden
treasures of Heaven? “Hidden
treasures of Heaven” relates to
illuminations and revelations,
whereas the Rebbe…is connected
with the essence higher than
illuminations and revelations, and
since the essence is here below,
we find that the Rebbe is also here
below.”

Furthermore, in the farbrengen
of Shabbos Parshas Shlach 5710
(ibid., pg. 106), the Rebbe
rejected saying “of righteous
memory” or “may his soul rest in
Eden.” The reason for this is that
“he is surely…found with us…the
concept of memory relates only to
something distant to which there
applies the concept of forgetting.
However, in our case, where the
concept of forgetting ch”v has no
relevance, there is no need for
memory, just as there is no need
for memory regarding a living
person.” (By the same token, the
Rebbe wrote in Likkutei Sichos,
Vol. 17, pg. 513, that there is no
relevance to saying “may his
merit protect us” regarding
tzaddikim such as Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai, for it is said regarding
him that he protects more than
during his lifetime, and exempts
the whole world, until the final
generation.)

The Rebbe frequently used the
term “shlita” in reference to the
Rebbe Rayatz, as in the
conclusion of the aforementioned
sicha from Acharon Shel Pesach
5710: “My revered teacher and
father-in-law, the Rebbe shlita,
will lead us to the True and
Complete Redemption.” See also
Toras Menachem 5710, pg. 139,
and 5711, pg. 52 and pg. 327,
where the Rebbe uses the
expression “shlita” regarding his
father-in-law, the Rebbe Rayatz,
after Yud Shvat. There is also
what the Rebbe said to the Chief
Rabbi of Eretz Yisroel, Rabbi

Mordechai Eliyahu shlita, on the
6th of MarCheshvan 5752, heard
on audiotape: “The Rebbe shlita,
my teacher and father-in-law” –
and this despite the fact that he
was speaking to a prominent
rabbinical figure who was not a
Lubavitcher, and he knew that his
words were being recorded.

(As to the fact that the Rebbe
himself sometimes in writing
mentioned terms of histalkus
regarding the Rebbe Rayatz, this
is his own personal affair, and
does not represent a rejection of
the sichos delivered to the
chassidim, stating that we should
not say “his soul rests in the
hidden treasures of Heaven”, “of
righteous memory”, and “may his
merit protect us.” It should also
be noted that in the siddur
T’hillas Hashem, which the Rebbe
printed in 5711 for widespread
public use, he writes “shlita” in
reference to the Rebbe Rayatz.)

We also find in the sicha from
Rosh Chodesh Sivan 5710 (Toras
Menachem, Vol. 1, pg. 83) that
the Rebbe praises the chassid who
wrote “zahl gezunt zain” (he
should be healthy) regarding the
Rebbe Rayatz: “I was truly
pleased by this expression…
There are those who say that they
are embarrassed to say this, and
this chassid removed the
embarrassment and wrote
according to the truth.” The
Rebbe writes to another chassid
(Igros Kodesh, Vol. 3, pg. 307):
“Why the fear of saying ‘zahl
gezunt zain’?... It is explained in
Igeres HaKodesh 28 that the life
of the tzaddik is faith, love, and
fear. Thus, he is the most gezunt,
and this should be sufficient for
the wise.” In yet another letter,
the Rebbe writes: “I was very
very pleased that when he
mentioned my revered teacher and
father-in-law hk”m, he wrote zahl
gezunt zain.” 



At the end of 5750 in Eretz
Yisroel the small stream of Russian
immigrants became a flood. The
Rebbe’s prophecy was fulfilled. It
wasn’t a time to stand off on the
side and gawk in wonder but to
take action. It was necessary to
respond to the many material and
spiritual needs of those who had
just left the crumbling Iron Curtain
behind.

The Chabad Mobile Mitzva
Tanks in Eretz Yisroel, directed by
Rabbi Dovid Nachshon and his
loyal staff of tankists, started an
Ulpan for the study of Ivrit with
the encouragement of the Rebbe.
Aside from being taught the
language, the new immigrants were

also taught Torah, spiced with
Chassidus, by devoted,
enthusiastic, and loving teachers.

Coming from a country where
religious observance was forbidden,
most of the Jews who came at this
time had not been married
according to halacha and most of
the men did not have a bris. Once
in Eretz Yisroel they had the
opportunity to make up for what
they lacked, with the warm
guidance of Chabad Chassidim.

Some Lubavitchers visited every
home where new immigrants lived,
making a list of the names of
family members and their ages, the
family situation, and their level of
mitzva observance. They inquired

as to how they could be of
assistance, whether that entailed
finding a job, having a bris, putting
up mezuzos, or registering children
in a Chabad school.

There was a lot of work to be
done. Unlike previous waves of
immigration, when a large
percentage of adults were
circumcised and had married
according to halacha, twenty years
later the situation was more
unfortunate. It was very rare to
find a couple who had married
according to halacha and most of
the men had not been circumcised,
aside from the elderly.

There was an organization that
took care of brissin and one that
arranged bar mitzvas at the shul
with a minyan and with
refreshments, but planning a
wedding was more complicated.
Attention to a lot of details is
required to make a wedding,
starting with registering the couple

Numerous Russian immigrants were
pouring into Israel and the Chabad
Mobile Mitzva Tanks helped them,
materially and spiritually. One of their
goals was to enable couples to marry
according to the “law of Moshe and
Yisroel.” * Beis Moshiach asked those
involved to describe the preparations for
these multiple weddings. * Presented to
mark 14 Kislev – the anniversary of the
Rebbe and Rebbetzin.

ARRANGING

17 CHUPPOS
By S. Nahari



with the Rabbanut and ending with
a Seudas mitzva. It wasn’t easy to
raise the gauntlet, but the Chabad
Mobile Mitzva Tanks did so.

At first they worked with
couples who attended the Ulpan
Chabad. They explained the
importance of chuppa and
kiddushin and said they would
arrange chuppos for all interested
couples.

Mrs. Ruti B. was the secretary
of the organization. As a Russian
speaker she was very involved in
the preparations, in the early
conversations, and in having a
personal connection with couples
about to marry, both before and
after. In honor of Yud-Dalet Kislev,
the anniversary of the Rebbe and
Rebbetzin, Ruti agreed to tell us
about her work back then.

“We went to the Ulpan classes
and told them that we were
preparing Jewish weddings for
whoever did not have one in

Russia. The students were very
interested, though at first it was
apparent that most had no idea
what we wanted from them since
they had married legally in Russia.
Naturally we took the opportunity
to explain the importance of a
married life according to Torah.

“The next stage was making
sure they were Jewish. Rabbi
Yeshaya Hertzl, then the rav of
Kfar Tavor and the lower Galil,
examined every document to
ensure that everything was 100%
kosher. Not only did he examine
documents; he interrogated every
candidate separately. I served as
the rav’s translator for documents
and for individual questioning, and
one of the chassanim commented
that Rav Hertzl was a tougher
interrogator than the KGB! 

“Then came the hard part,
explaining to the couples what
chuppa and kiddushin entailed,
about the importance of proper

preparations, according to halacha,
for this big event in their lives. We
found out which chassanim were
not yet circumcised and arranged
for their brissin before the chuppa. 

“We did not ask for the Rebbe’s
bracha before every bris, perhaps
because it had already become
routine. (One time there was a
medical complication and one of
the staff members was called to the
hospital in the middle of the night
for an emergency. From then on,
we asked for the Rebbe’s bracha
before every bris and baruch
Hashem all went well.)

“I spoke to the women
separately and gave them a shiur
on laws they needed to know
before marrying. Interestingly, they
accepted what I had to say without
opposition. All the women
committed to preparing according
to halacha.”

The Mobile Tank team took
responsibility for everything, from



beginning to end. You can just
imagine the logistics of such a
project: getting a chuppa for every
couple, a rav mesader kiddushin as
well as a ring, k’suba, wine, cup,
two couples to accompany the
chassan and kalla, and kosher
witnesses. Then there’s cooking the
food (the food was prepared in the
Ulpan’s kitchen) and arranging for
a hall. R’ Yoske Kook goes back 16
years and describes what he did:

“We worked very hard. All of
Anash in Natzrat Ilit were involved,
some with the preparations and
some with the simcha itself. In
most cases they served as
shushvinim (those who accompany
the chassan and kalla) and
witnesses. The T’mimim from
Migdal HaEmek came on a regular
basis to rejoice at the weddings and
the singer R’ Menachem Mendel
Girufy sang for free.

“I personally merited special
closeness from the Rebbe at this
time. In a letter the Rebbe wrote to
me, he called me, ‘osek b’tzarchei
tzibbur’ (one who is involved in
communal matters), and that was
by way of reward for my intensive
labor. I look back with nostalgia
and recall that period of feverish
Chassidic activity.”

Ruti B: “I took the women to

the wedding gown gemach in
Natzrat Ilit, which was run by Mrs.
Mazal Avsapir a”h. She welcomed
the women to her spacious home
with obvious delight and treated
them like twenty-year-old kallos.
She outfitted them with everything
they needed in order to stand
under the chuppa feeling like
queens: a gown, veil, headpiece,
gloves, etc. She knew just which
gown would suit each woman.

“Although we made chuppos
again and again, each time we did
so, it was very exciting. Every
couple was able to invite as many
relatives and friends as they wanted
to the chuppa and Seudas mitzva.
The first time, we had six couples,
and every few months we had
another group. The Mobile Mitzva
Tank staff took care of the
technical details. 

“The largest group we ever had
was 17 couples! This event was
widely reported in the media and
an article with a big picture was
put on the front page of a very
popular daily paper.

“These chuppos were
encouraged by the Rebbe. I
remember one time, when we wrote
a report about our work and
mentioned the chuppos too, in the
answer that R’ Dovid Nachshon

received, the Rebbe had underlined
‘several chuppos together’ with a
few lines to emphasize their
importance.”

The Rebbe sent letters of
blessing to all the couples.
Interestingly, when we arranged
several chuppos during the Three
Weeks (a rav had said we could do
so until Erev Rosh Chodesh Av),
the Rebbe did not send a letter.
The secretaries told R’ Nachshon
that he could read the Rebbe’s
nusach ha’bracha from another
letter at the chuppos.

On one occasion, R’ Nachshon
received a bottle of mashke from
the Rebbe especially for the
chuppos and the Seudas Mitzva.

* * *
Everything is attended to, the

chuppos set up with poles
arranged, the rabbanim are there,
the tanaim written and signed, the
plates broken to calls of “mazal
tov,” the shushvinin stand at the
ready and the musician is ready to
play “Dalet Bavos.”

It is impossible to convey the
excitement that is felt. This
moment is moving at every
wedding, so what can we say when
there are six, seven, fifteen, or
seventeen couples being brought to

It was the simcha
of ‘ashreinu’ that
energizes all the
work, the strong

desire to give the
Rebbe nachas and
to be mekarev yet

another Jew
through simcha. 

A chuppa taking place near a mitzva tank with R. Dovid Nachshon in the center



the chuppa?
“Nearly all the couples received

a personal letter from the Rebbe
that was read under the chuppa.
This letter was given to each
couple afterwards as part of a
formal ceremony.

“The simcha that erupted with
the breaking of the glasses is
indescribable. Circles of dancers
formed with each chassan lifted up
on the shoulders of local Anash,
friends, and relatives. The tankistin
went all out to bring joy to the
chassanim and kallos. Where they
had the strength to dance nonstop
after days and nights of work, I
don’t know! It was the simcha of
‘ashreinu’ that energizes all the
work, the strong desire to give the
Rebbe nachas and to be mekarev
yet another Jew through simcha. 

“During the seudos mitzva there
were divrei Torah and Chassidus,
brachos, etc. Every speaker began
with how moved he was to see the
fulfillment of the Rebbe’s prophecy
about the fall of the Soviet Union
and the aliya of Jews to Eretz
Yisroel. They weren’t just reading
about the miracles in the
newspapers; they were rejoicing
with them on their big day.”

Do you have any interesting
stories for us?

Ruti B.: “Sure! Although
organizing the weddings became
routine, there were interesting
things that took place each time.
There were times that parents got
their children caught up in their
enthusiasm and the younger
couples also married according to
Jewish law. The reverse too… The
oldest couple we had was in their
late 70’s. The kalla suffered from
many ailments and we weren’t sure
she would go through all the
halachic preparations. But she
decided that if she was having a
once in a lifetime Jewish wedding
and this was made possible for her,
then she would do it properly. She

was a role model for the other
women who were younger than
her.

“I remember how her entire
family - children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren - came,
dressed festively, the little girls
wearing wreaths and everybody
dancing around their great-
grandmother, the kalla.

“For most of the families the
chuppa was just the beginning of
their connection to Judaism and
the Rebbe. One time there were
two kallos, a mother and daughter,
who married on the same day.
They were from Moldavia and there
was no doubt about their being
Jewish. The mother explained why
she so greatly desired a kosher
wedding for herself and her
daughter. It was a sad story.

“Her daughter had given birth
to a stillborn and the mother was
sure that her daughter, who was in
an advanced stage of pregnancy
and very fearful, would give birth
to a healthy son in the merit of the
chuppos.

“Not long after the joint
wedding, the daughter gave birth to
a son. The parents asked the
shluchim to arrange a bris and the
baby was named Shai Menachem
Mendel. The child attends a proper
Jewish school and throughout the
years he has been wearing a Yechi
yarmulke!

“The story has a sequel.
Although Shai Menachem Mendel
lives in another city, he attends the
school where I work. When he
became bar mitzva I explained to
the principal that a child whose
parents married with the bracha of
the Lubavitcher Rebbe and bears
the Rebbe’s name, has to mark his
bar mitzva in a special place. I
suggested the zal of the Chabad
yeshiva in Natzrat Ilit. She agreed
and since then all the bar mitzva
boys have their aliya la’Torah there.

“I viewed it as another link in

the chain that started with
registering the couples for
marriage, then the bris and on to
the bar mitzva.”

* * *
One of the shluchim who joined

in those chuppos for Russian
immigrants related:

A GLITCH
Sometimes, a particularly

special event is interrupted by
something silly, something that
makes people laugh. 

“At one of the joint chuppos
that we arranged, instead of
finding two couples to
accompany every marrying
couple, we decided to have just
two couples for all ten
chassanim and kallos. The plan
was for the two men to take one
chassan at a time to the
badeken, as their kalla sat there,
holding a bouquet, waiting for
her chassan to come. Then the
plan was to lead the chassanim
from the badeken, one by one, to
his chuppa.

“The first part went fine, as
the chassanim were all led to the
chuppa and waited there for the
arrival of the kallos. Ten
chassanim, from their twenties
to over seventy, dressed up for
the occasion in Russian style.
Ten kallos sat, each on her
decorated white chair, their faces
covered.

“When the two women went
over to the first kalla, to
accompany her to the chuppa,
they discovered that they didn’t
know who the right chassan was
for kalla #1. Having no choice,
they quietly consulted with each
kalla, under her veil, asking what
their chassan looked like. The
kallos described their grooms
and only then could the
procession move on to the
strains of the ‘Dalet Bavos.’”



“I must confess. Every year, at
the end of the summer I would
read in the papers about the joint
weddings that the shliach in New
Jersey, R’ Mordechai Kanelsky,
made. I would read the articles and
feel so jealous. Why didn’t I get to
do something so special? My luck,
the Rebbe sent me to a place where
there are only traditional Jews.
None of them are waiting for me to
make them a chuppa.

“Then came the mass aliya from
Russia and the instruction from R’
Chadakov to Anash who were
working with them, to focus (if I
am not mistaken) on brissin,

chuppos, and chinuch. We worked
hard on brissin and chinuch, but
chuppos? The financial challenge
was daunting. It’s not just about a
chuppa but a hall, catering, music,
a photographer, and money. So
when we heard that the Mobile
Mitzva Tanks were arranging joint
chuppos we asked that ‘our’
couples be included. My dream was
about to be realized!

“Since we were organized I had
a list of immigrants and their
addresses. In our city they
allocated entire neighborhoods to
the immigrants. I simply went from
door to door and found out who
was or was not married according
to halacha and which couples
wanted to participate in a proper
chuppa and kiddushin.

“Some said they were interested
but they wanted to hear from
others who did it already before
registering. Others declined when
they heard it entailed having their
papers examined. I found ten
couples, however, who were happy
to sign up. Some of them even said
that they had said to one another
that the moment it became
possible, they would look for
someone to help them have a
chuppa in Eretz Yisroel. 

“A surprise awaited us in a
basement apartment when the
grandmother told us about her

chuppa. In a rich Yiddish she said
she came from Yekatrinaslav. That
itself was exciting to hear, but a
bigger surprise awaited us. She
asked us whether we had heard of
her rav, Rabbi Levi Yitzchok, who
had been her mesader kiddushin!

“We brought an album of
photographs of previous weddings.
It was helpful for them to see it
and it got them more excited. At
this point, Rav Hertzl came into
the picture. He went along with us
to the neighborhood of immigrants,
where he was respectfully
welcomed. Ten couples were
chosen who were found suitable
and the women took over the
preparations, the learning and
guidance. Mrs. Ruti B. directed it
all wonderfully.

“This z’chus that fell into our
laps to bring ten couples to the
chuppa was the fulfillment of a
dream. I have no words with which
to thank the Chabad Mobile Mitzva
Tanks, and especially Mrs. Ruti B.,
who worked directly with the
couples. This is a project that
affects generations to come and its
importance is immeasurable. I
occasionally meet the couples on
the street and they haven’t
forgotten that important day in
their lives and the Rebbe, thanks to
whom they had a chuppa.”

When the two
women went over
to the first kalla,

to accompany her
to the chuppa, they

discovered that
they didn’t know

who the right
chassan was for

kalla #1... 
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I was greeted by breathtaking
scenery as I drove into
Framingham, Massachusetts. The
woods full of thick trees were
magnificent in their gold and red
fall foliage, along with glittering
green lakes, and boats traveling
back and forth. Many of the homes
are located on the banks of the
stunning lakes. The people here,
like the charming scenery, are
relaxed and happy to help. 

The local Chabad house is
familiar not only to Jews as I
discovered, to my surprise, when I
asked a young gentile on a bike. I
asked him where the street I was
looking for was and he smiled and
said, Ah, you’re looking for the
Chabad house? and he gave me
directions.

100,000 people live here,
including 15,000 Jews. Most of the
Jews are assimilated. Whereas in
other cities in the US the shluchim
are busy with maintaining and
improving Jewish identity, Rabbi
Yakov Lazaros, who is marking
thirty years on shlichus here, has
to ignite and reveal people’s Jewish
identity. 

In recent years two Reform
temples have opened in
Framingham. It’s not clear what
they are most preoccupied with,
whether with extinguishing the
Jewish feeling that still remains in
some people or in turning gentiles
into “Jews” with a wave of their
hand.

I arrived in Framingham in the
evening and was greeted with a

sign that said, Beis Chabad –
Baruch HaBa Melech HaMoshiach.
The shliach, R’ Lazaros welcomed
me graciously.

After serving refreshments and
some small talk, he said, When I
arrived here on shlichus nearly
thirty years ago, the city was a
spiritual desert. Not only
Framingham lacked authentic
Judaism but the entire area
between the two large cities Boston
and Worcester. Today, baruch
Hashem, there are another twenty
or so shluchim working in various
cities in this area, but back then,
the Jews here thought I was crazy.

I remember that on one
Shabbos on my first year here, I
started a minyan. That Shabbos
only nine people came. When I
saw that it was getting late and we
weren’t getting a tenth man, I went
outside and looked for a Jew who
would be willing to complete the
minyan. 

I found our tenth man and after
the davening he asked me, ‘What
are you doing here? How are you
managing here without an
Orthodox community?’

I told him that I was here for
every Jew no matter his spiritual
state. I got similar questions nearly
every day in the early years of my
shlichus. 

The first big project that R’
Lazaros initiated was founding a
Talmud Torah for Jewish children.
Later on he started a shul and

R’ Lazaros’ guiding principle on
shlichus is the need to work with people.
I think shluchim must devote most of
their time and energy to being mekarev
Jews to Torah. That’s definitely what
the Rebbe wants. If putting up buildings
and fundraising are taking up most of a
shliach’s time, what’s that worth? The
main thing is to teach another Jew how
to be a Jew.

REACHING OUT TO

JEWS IN FRAMINGHAM
By Rabbi Nosson Avrohom



began a full range of organized
activities. Thanks to these
activities, many Jews were drawn
towards the ways of Chassidus and
became Chassidim. Unfortunately
for R’ Lazaros though, they all
leave Framingham to live in cities
with established Jewish
communities, or go on shlichus.

You are considered a
successful shliach. What is the
secret to your success?

I use the approach of Avrohom,
who converted the men and Sarah,
the women, i.e., personal attention

to every Jew. I put all my energy
into making neshamos rather than
into putting up buildings. 

At this point in our
conversation more and more
people were coming into the
Chabad house, young and old,
professionals and blue collar
workers. All find their place here.
The shliach shakes everybody’s
hand and asks how each one is
doing. You can’t miss the homey
atmosphere.

When the shul is full, R’
Lazaros goes over to the lectern to

daven. I watched him from the side
and couldn’t help but be charmed
by his personality, a colorful
shliach in a colorful place working
with colorful people.

Out of the corner of my eye I
saw the shliach’s son, a bar mitzva
boy who helped some boys his age
find the place in the Siddur.

R’ Yakov Lazaros was born in
Freising, Germany. His parents
were Czechoslovakian and
Holocaust survivors. His
grandparents went up in flames,
and his parents, like many young



Jews, returned to Germany after
the war as refugees. His mother
was descended from the Vizhnitzer
Admurim and even the Baal Shem
Tov. His father’s family identified
as Spinka Chassidim.

When he was a year old, his
parents moved to the US and
settled in Brooklyn, which was full
of Jewish refugees.

When I was old enough for
school, I was sent to the Sanzer
Talmud Torah in the
neighborhood. Later, we moved to
New Jersey, where my father
served in a rabbinic position. Then
they moved to Athol, a small town
in Massachusetts, where the Jewish
community appointed my father as
the rav.

The Jewish community was very
small and the leaders of the
community were not enthusiastic
about opening schools. His father
looked for a yeshiva or Talmud
Torah where he could send his son.
He was referred to the Chabad
yeshiva in Boston that had been
founded a few years earlier and

was run by the shliach, Rabbi
Chaim Ciment. R’ Yakov was
fourteen when he went to learn
there.

He learned there for two years,
but wanted to attend a big school.
He switched to Yeshiva Torah
Vodaas in Williamsburg, Brooklyn,
from where he graduated high
school. 

Although my parents were from
a Chassidic background, they lived
a modern lifestyle. This was typical
of most of the Jews who survived
the war. The freedom and lack of a
Jewish community structure were
responsible for many people
straying from a religious life.
However, unlike many others who
did away with religious
observance, my parents remained
frum. 

When I graduated the yeshiva
in Williamsburg, my parents sent
me to Yeshiva University in
Manhattan for me to learn a
profession. I was seventeen. We
spent half the day on Jewish
studies and half the day on secular

studies. I put myself more into my
secular studies. In my wildest
dreams I never imagined that I
would be a rabbi or spiritual
leader. The ways of Hashem are
wondrous indeed. 

The Vietnam War began,
claiming many American lives. R’
Yakov had to come up with a good
reason if he wanted to avoid being
drafted. That’s how he became a
rabbi of a small Jewish community
in Clinton, near his hometown in
Massachusetts. 

There was a small shul and
when I heard that they were
looking for a rabbi, I jumped at the
opportunity. I was very young and
I had no rabbinic ordination, but I
knew how to read from the Torah.
As I delivered lecture after lecture,
I became more proficient at it. At
the same time, I studied economics
at Clark university. My job and
classes did not take up much time
and I used my free time to visit the
Chabad yeshiva in Worcester,
which is run by Rabbi Tzvi Hirsh
Fogelman. I enjoyed being with the

Rabbi Yakov Lazaros with a group of people who daven at the Chabad house



students there and Rabbi Fogelman
was greatly mekarev me. 

At that time Rabbi Yisroel
Gordon, Rabbi Chaim Fishman,
and other Chassidim were there. R’
Yakov was invited to them for
Shabbos and participated in
various events. He got to know
Lubavitchers as warm, sincere
people.

I began learning Chassidus and
I was enraptured by the concepts. I
thought of what a pity it was that
when I attended the yeshiva in
Boston I was too young to
understand what a treasure they
had. I also visited other places and
in Worcester I began hearing about
the Rebbe and his teachings and I
really began to connect. 

That year his parents moved
back to the greater New York area.
The people in Athol, who were left
without a rabbi, asked R’ Yakov to
be their rav. He agreed and
replaced his father for a year while
still visiting the Chabad center in
Worcester and becoming more
acquainted with the Chassidic way
of life. At that point he realized
that if he wanted to be a proper
rabbi, it wasn’t enough to be
charismatic; he had to get smicha
(ordination). He decided to go
back to Yeshiva University to gain
the credentials to be a rav.

I made this decision a few days
before my 24th birthday and I told
my Lubavitcher friends about it.
When they heard that I was having
a birthday, they urged me to go to
770 and have yechidus with the
Rebbe and ask for a bracha. 

And so, on my birthday, 30
Cheshvan 5732/1971, I entered
yechidus. My first question was
when I should observe the birthday
customs, on the 29th of the month
or on Rosh Chodesh Kislev. (That
year the month of Cheshvan did
not have thirty days.) The Rebbe
told me to observe them on the
29th, unlike the p’sak of the

Magen Avrohom who says to do so
on Rosh Chodesh.

My second question was
whether I should get smicha for
rabbanus or to complete my
Masters degree in economics,
which I was in the middle of
studying. The Rebbe said I should
get smicha and he inquired as to
where I intended on studying for
this. I said I was planning on
attending Yeshiva University. I
added that it would take several
years since they began learning
from the very beginning, even
things I already knew. The Rebbe
advised me to get smicha from

Rabbi Moshe Feinstein at his
yeshiva, Tiferes Yerushalayim
(MTJ).

I was very affected by the
yechidus. In hindsight, this
yechidus changed my whole life
around. Since I didn’t have a place
to live if I attended the yeshiva the
Rebbe recommended, I looked for
a place. My involvement with
Chabad and my meeting the Rebbe
motivated me to look for a place in
Crown Heights. By Divine
providence (another chain in the
link), I found a nice basement
apartment belonging to the
Chassid, Rabbi Sholom Morosov

THE REBBE KNEW
There is an event that took place that I will never forget. In the

middle of the 80’s I went to 770 for a farbrengen, at the end of which
the Rebbe gave every participant two dollars. The Rebbe gave every
tankist a bunch of dollars to distribute and he also distributed dollars
himself to those who passed by.

I waited near one of the tankists and when it was my turn only one
dollar remained which I took and put in my pocket. I wanted to get the
second dollar too, so I stood in line to get one from the Rebbe. The
Rebbe gave each person two dollars, but when I passed by, I got only
one.

I don’t have to tell you how my knees trembled as I left 770. The
Rebbe knew that I had gotten one dollar and that’s why he gave me just
one more.

Rabbi Yakov Lazaros receiving a dollar from the Rebbe



a”h. 
He was a Chassid in the full

sense of the word, and was baki
(proficient) in Shas and Poskim
backwards and forwards, as well as
in Chassidus. Whenever I had a
question in Nigleh or Chassidus, I
knew he would answer.

In 5734, I received smicha
from Rabbi Moshe Feinstein and
when I wrote to the Rebbe about
this, the response was, t’shuos
chein (an expression of thanks).

I began looking for work in
chinuch and ended up taking a job
as the menahel ruchni (principal)
of a small non-denominational
Chassidic yeshiva in Manhattan. It
was strange for me that I was the
youngest person on the staff, yet I
was appointed the principal. 

In the course of his work at the
yeshiva, R’ Lazaros got married.

Whenever a shidduch
suggestion came up, I would write
to the Rebbe and when the Rebbe
gave the green light I would
pursue it. If I did not get an
answer, I knew that it wasn’t
suitable for me. 

In the meantime, R’ Lazaros
had become a full-fledged Chassid.
He dressed like a Chassid, learned
the Rebbe’s sichos, attended the
farbrengens, and didn’t make a
move without the Rebbe’s counsel
and bracha.

About a year after they married,
the young couple decided they
were ready to go on shlichus. R’
Lazaros met a friend, whose wife
came from Framingham, who told
him that a young man had been in
that city but he had left for
financial reasons. 

He suggested that I speak to
the shliach, Rabbi Fogelman. I met
Rabbi Fogelman that very same
day in Crown Heights. When I told
him what my friend had said, his
face lit up and he said he thought
it would be perfect for me. 

In 5739, after receiving the

Rebbe’s bracha, the couple arrived
in Framingham on shlichus. Upon
their arrival, they decided to put
their energies into working with
children, with gatherings on
holidays, summer camps, and
classes. All this became part of the
routine of many Jewish children. 

It was a tremendous amount of
work, but R’ Lazaros says, in
hindsight, all the work paid off.
Today, however, there are fewer
Jewish children in Framingham
and their work does not
concentrate on children as it used
to.

In the early years, there was a
Russian family here. The mother
was Jewish but the father was not.
The couple had a spirited ten-year-
old daughter. She was charming
and very popular. One day, her
parents decided to send her to us.
We quickly saw what a bright child
she was. In her very first year she
learned many Jewish concepts and
she succeeded in internalizing
them. She was very determined
and at the end of the year she
asked her parents to register her in
a religious school. She pestered
her parents until they finally gave
in and sent her to R’ Fogelman’s
school in Worcester. 

When she graduated, she went

to Bais Rivkah in Crown Heights
and became a Chassidishe girl. She
married a Lubavitcher and lives in
Crown Heights and has four
children. Her mother has also
become a Lubavitcher Chassid. Of
course, she left her husband and
she eventually married a Chassid
from Russia.

There was a Jewish family here
whose only child learned in our
school. One week, when we heard
that the father was going to be out
of town, we invited the mother and
son for Shabbos. The mother said
that an hour before Shabbos was
over she would have to leave but
she ended up enjoying the Shabbos
so much that she stayed until
Motzaei Shabbos.

She became more involved and
attended shiurim. The family
moved to Denver, where they
became completely frum. Today,
she gives classes on Family Purity
to women. 

In the course of our
conversation, R’ Lazaros told me
an amazing miracle story that took
place when he first started out on
shlichus:

The first year here, we decided
to make a carnival for Chanuka.
We planned this event for weeks
and spent a lot of funds on it.

If putting up
buildings and

fundraising are
taking up most of
a shliach’s time,

what’s that
worth? The main
thing is to teach
another Jew how

to be a Jew. 



When the event began, only a few
Jewish children came and I was
very upset. The people here are
usually punctual and I was afraid
that all our work and money had
gone to waste. 

I called the secretaries and
asked for the Rebbe’s bracha.
Within minutes my wife and I were
astounded to see large groups of
children come in, as though they
had been held up and were just
released, all at once. 

The shliach smiled as he
recalled another miracle story that
also took place that first year:

My wife is a nurse and on our
first year on shlichus she was
asked to be the camp nurse at a
frum girls camp in New York. One
day, when I went to visit her, I saw
a counselor on the phone crying . I
asked her what was wrong and she
told me that she had been
suffering for weeks with a terrible
sore throat, but the doctors found
nothing wrong and her parents
thought she was just being a
kvetch.

I suggested asking the
Lubavitcher Rebbe for a bracha for
her. She agreed and gave me her
name and her mother’s name. The
Rebbe’s answer was to tell her to
be careful about the kashrus of
food. I was a bit uncomfortable to
tell her this since this was a frum
camp and she was a girl from a
very frum home, but that’s what
the Rebbe said. 

I conveyed the Rebbe’s message
to her and she blushed and said, ‘I
know what the Rebbe means…’ 

I could see that R’ Lazaros is
the type of old-time shliach who
doesn’t talk much about the many
hardships he experienced. In
addition to being a shliach and
being involved with every Jewish
problem that comes up in his city,
he is also a big talmid chacham
who dedicates many hours a day to
learning Nigleh and Chassidus. 

The Chabad house is located
near the shliach’s home and R’
Lazaros gave me a tour of the
building.

The sukka you see here was
made by a Jew who works in
construction. Every year we had a
temporary sukka which we had to
dismantle and then construct
again. This year, before Yom Tov,
he came with some workers and
built this permanent, spacious
sukka. All we have to do now,
every year, is change the s’chach. 

There are daily minyanim for
Mincha and Maariv. There are still
problems with Shacharis, however,
since people get up and go to work
at different times. On Shabbos
there are regular minyanim.

During the week there are two
successful shiurim, one on the
weekly parsha and one on
Shulchan Aruch. Many Jews, even
those who belong to other
communities in Framingham, come
to R’ Lazaros to consult with him.
Mrs. Lazaros gives classes on
Family Purity and in the morning
she works as a nurse in a senior
citizens home.

It all went smoothly, without
fighting or particular difficulties,
says R’ Lazaros. For example, the
Sifrei Torah that we have came to
me from a shul that closed in
nearby Springfield once the Jews
moved away. The brother of the
gabbai in that shul was one of the
first Jews who came to daven
regularly in our Chabad house,
helping to get the minyan off the
ground. When he heard that his
brother’s shul was closing, he
suggested that they donate the
Sifrei Torah to us.

The same is true for the large
menorah we light each year in the
town square. The first year I put it
up, I was called down to the
municipality to explain what was
going on. I told them that the
menorah is a Jewish symbol. At
first they tried to get me to take it
down but when they saw that I
wouldn’t be swayed, they allowed
it. 

R’ Lazaros’ guiding principle
on shlichus is the need to work
with people. I think shluchim must
devote most of their time and
energy to being mekarev Jews to

Newspaper clippings that report about Chabad house activities



Torah. That’s definitely what the
Rebbe wants. If putting up
buildings and fundraising are
taking up most of a shliach’s time,
what’s that worth? The main thing
is to teach another Jew how to be a
Jew.

At my first yechidus, when I
asked whether to be a rav and I
got the Rebbe’s consent, the Rebbe
told me that the main job of a rav
today is to be a role model of how
a Jew should live. 

In addition to his many
responsibilities, R’ Lazaros has
also served for twenty years as the

Jewish chaplain at the local
hospital. When he first arrived in
Framingham, the hospital told the
Jewish Federation that they were
looking for a rabbi to volunteer for
this job. Naturally, there weren’t
too many applicants and R’
Lazaros accepted the job.

Over the years, R’ Lazaros
visited the Jewish patients and
infused them with hope or
sometimes dealt with burial
arrangements for those Jews who
had passed away. Even now that
the hospital has been sold to a
private investor and privatized, he
visits the hospital often in order to
help Jews.

R’ Lazaros wrote the Rebbe
many times about patients and
sometimes saw amazing miracles
take place.

There was a Jew who lived in a

nearby town called Natick who
called me one day and said that his
mother was in the hospital and the
doctors said there was no hope.
He asked me to prepare for the
funeral. I told him it is forbidden
to lose hope. I asked him to tell me
her name and her mother’s name
and sent it to the Rebbe for a
bracha.

After the Rebbe gave his
blessing, instead of the doctors’
bleak prognostications coming
true, the woman woke up from her
coma and began to breathe on her
own. Three days went by and she

gradually grew stronger. After a
week, she was able to stand up and
talk.

The family and the medical
staff were stunned by this. They all
conceded that this was a miracle.
The son called to tell me the good
news and the woman lived out the
rest of her life in Florida for quite
some time.

I’ll tell you another story. There
is a Jew here named Ilan Sarosi.
He is not religious but we have a
good relationship. On Jewish
holidays he comes to t’fillos at the
Chabad house. One day, he came
in the middle of the week, looking
very worried. When I asked him
what was wrong, he said his wife
did not feel well. She had terrible
headaches and he rushed to bring
her to the hospital for tests. After a
series of tests, the doctors took an

X-ray of her liver and said that it
wasn’t working properly.

He was afraid and I suggested
that he write to the Rebbe. He did
so and the Rebbe’s answer was,
‘Blessing, check mezuzos.’ When I
got this answer from the secretary,
I quickly went over to his house
and explained the importance of
kosher mezuzos, which affect the
health of the people living in the
house. I urged him to do as the
Rebbe said. When I looked around
I was shocked to see that he had
no mezuzos at all. That same day I
got ten mezuzos from Crown
Heights and put them up.

A week later, his wife was
examined and the doctors looked
at the X-rays again and again in
disbelief. They tried to compare
the new X-ray with the previous
one and were astonished by the
difference. They concluded that
the first X-ray wasn’t accurate.
The woman is fine and the
husband is careful with his
mezuzos, knowing what had
happened with the first X-ray. 

It’s hard to understand how R’
Lazaros found time to serve as
chaplain of the jails in the area,
which entails a weekly visit to
dozens of Jewish inmates, listening
to them, and helping them
celebrate Jewish holidays. But
when you get to know R’ Lazaros,
the question is no longer a
question. From 1984-1996 he
served as the Jewish chaplain for
the Department of Corrections of
the State of Massachusetts. He
sometimes meets people who
remember him from those visits,
who attribute their Jewish
involvement to him:

It’s hard to understand how R’
Lazaros found time to serve as
chaplain of the jails in the area,
which entails a weekly visit to
dozens of Jewish inmates, listening
to them, and helping them
celebrate Jewish holidays. But

This Israeli was stubborn and at the
bris for my son he came and gave me
an envelope. I thought he was giving
me a donation for the Chabad house

but when I opened the envelope I saw
two tickets.



when you get to know R’ Lazaros,
the question is no longer a
question. From 1984-1996 he
served as the Jewish chaplain for
the Department of Corrections of
the State of Massachusetts. He
sometimes meets people who
remember him from those visits,
who attribute their Jewish
involvement to him:

I got that job by Divine
providence. In this state there is a
law that every prisoner can have a
religious figure to talk to. A few
years after I came here, the former
chaplain passed away, and I took
on the role. 

In Boston there is a committee
comprised of rabbis who represent
all types of Jews. It is their job to
select the chaplain of the jails.
There were two rabbis who headed
that committee, one who liked
Lubavitch and one who didn’t.
Another three rabbis applied for
the position besides me.

For some reason, only
Orthodox rabbis attended the
critical meeting to vote on this.
The rabbi who did not like
Lubavitch said that they couldn’t
vote under these circumstances
since whoever they chose would
not be accepted by those
organizations whose rabbis were
not present for the vote. The other
rabbi said that since, in the
meantime, the position was vacant
and the inmates had no religious
figure to turn to, I, the youngest
candidate, should fill the position
until they had another meeting.

The other rabbi agreed and the
‘meantime’ went on for over twelve
years! I was able to put t’fillin on
with hundreds of prisoners. Many
were convinced to keep kosher and
I made sure they got kosher meals.
I often came with frozen dinners
that I brought from home for
them. 

On Jewish holidays and other
special occasions, I brought the

refreshments and a sicha from the
Rebbe. When inmates experienced
problems with the prison
administration or with other
prisoners, I dealt with that too.
Occasionally I would buy Jewish
books with money that the state
allocated to me and I would give
them to the Jewish inmates.

My first trip to Eretz Yisroel
came about because of this work.
In one of the jails there was an
Israeli girl whom I visited from
time to time. I gave her regards
from her family and cheered her
up. As time went by, I became
close with the family. When she
finished her jail sentence her father
came to me and said that his son
would be celebrating his bar
mitzva at the Kosel and he offered
me two tickets, for me and my
wife. I told him that my second
son was born just the week before,
so I couldn’t go.

This Israeli was stubborn and at
the bris for my son he came and
gave me an envelope. I thought he

was giving me a donation for the
Chabad house but when I opened
the envelope I saw two tickets. We
asked the Rebbe what to do and he
said to ask a pediatrician. The
doctor said there was no problem
with the trip and this was the first
time I went to Eretz Yisroel. 

For a number of years, R’
Lazaros served as rabbi at
Brandeis University, where most of
the students are Jewish. Over
twenty years ago, he was asked by
the school’s administration, with
pressure from some of the
students, to be the rabbi. He was
going to decline, because the job
required him to spend every other
Shabbos at the school and he
needed to be at the Chabad house
for the minyan.

However, the Rebbe thought
otherwise and told him to accept
the position.

I remember that I was
surprised, but I accepted the job.
Every other Shabbos I went to the
university, where there were thirty
students who preferred my
company over the other attractions
available. After davening, we had
the Friday night meal together.

My wife and I and two children
stayed in a small apartment that
we were given by the university.
We brought a pot of chulent from
home and had an informal (as far
as the university was concerned)
meal Shabbos afternoon, which
attracted many students and had a
great impact. After some time, four
students, two boys and two girls,
who were our steady guests,
became baalei t’shuva, two of them
becoming Lubavitchers.

The university eventually did
away with the rabbinic positions,
but I had seen why the Rebbe had
wanted me to be there, even
though it seemed as though it
would adversely affect the minyan
at the Chabad house. 

* * *

SWITCHING
ALLEGIANCE

When I came to
Framingham, there were two
Reform rabbis, one my age and
one older. The older one was
unhappy that I had showed up
and he didn’t hide his
displeasure, while the younger
one was more accepting. 

As time went by, we became
friendly. He was open to
listening to me and at some
point I even invited him for
Shabbos. We studied the laws of
mezuza in Yoreh Dei’a together.
Every week we learned together
for an hour. When we finished, I
told him that he was the most
knowledgeable Reform rabbi in
these laws. After a year he left
his job and joined the Chabad
house.



In the entrance to the Chabad
house is information about
shleimus ha’Aretz and the Rebbe’s
view that it is forbidden to hold
talks about giving away land. 

You can’t see what is going on
in Israel and remain quiet. I often
write letters to local newspapers
about the hypocrisy of the United
States in pressuring Israel to do
things it would never do itself. I
also speak on panels for shleimus
ha’Aretz. At various events I tell
about the Rebbe’s prophecies and
how they have come true. In many
places where I have spoken, people
have asked me why this isn’t
publicized.

A few years ago, the
Conservative temple hosted a
breakfast to which all the Jews in
the area were invited. The guest of
honor was Steve Grossman, a
Democrat and friend of Bill
Clinton. In his speech he praised
the peace process and explained
how it strengthened Israel’s
economy.

I could not remain silent in the
middle of the Intifada with Jewish
blood running in the streets. As
someone who had studied a thing
or two about economics, I got up
and explained that the improved
economy had no firm basis.
‘What’s it worth when people are
afraid to go to a restaurant or to

get on a bus?’ The senator looked
shocked. He had not anticipated
that anyone would challenge his
lies. People stood up and
applauded. 

* * *
The tables in the Chabad house

have copies of HaGeula scattered
about. Moshiach is spoken about
openly here.

Whenever I speak, I mention
the Rebbe’s prophecy and do not
hide my belief that the Rebbe is
with us and he is the one who will
redeem us. When you explain that
belief in Moshiach is a principle of
our faith, and not something the
Chabad movement or the Rebbe
invented, people accept it. 

Whenever I am interviewed for
the local papers, whether for
upcoming holidays or other
occasions, I connect every topic to
inyanei Moshiach, as the Rebbe
asked us to do, saying that the
work of shlichus today is to be
permeated with the topic of
Moshiach. 

Before Rosh HaShana, R’
Lazaros was asked to write an
article for the Jewish newspaper
that is distributed in the area. He
concluded his article with, I have
no doubt that when Moshiach
comes, he will ask me what I did. I
will show him the children that
were born to those families who

were convinced by us to keep the
laws of Family Purity, those who
ate kosher because they were
convinced to kosher their kitchens,
those women who began lighting
Shabbos candles, and those men
who began putting on t’fillin. 

In Framingham there is no
problem in publicizing Moshiach.
Today there is far less opposition
than in the past and people accept
it. 

EYE TROUBLE
AND A BLESSING

As you can see, I have a
problem with my left eye and I
can hardly see with it. This
problem appeared twenty years
ago, and back then I suffered
greatly from it. The area around
the eye was swollen and red and
it was very painful. When I saw
that I couldn’t take it anymore
and anything I did only lessened
the pain but did not address the
problem, I went to the Rebbe
one Sunday for dollars and
asked for a bracha. 

The Rebbe smiled and said,
refua shleima zol zain b’karov
mamash (you should be
completely healed very soon).
The unbelievable happened and
from the following morning, till
this day, I have had no pain.
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PART I
Shlomo sat despondently in his

wagon. It was months since he
had left home and had gone in
search for food for his family.
Since then he had traversed many
long and winding roads. Nearly six
months had gone by since then, he
thought, and what did I gain? I
haven’t been successful and
haven’t had a moment of nachas
or satisfaction.

A small beard framed Shlomo’s
gentle face. He was a young man
from Wilkomir who worked hard
for a living, traveling here and
there in the attempt to provide.
His main source of livelihood was
snuff, which he bought and sold in
various markets.

One day he decided to take the
long trip to Niezin, where he knew
he could acquire large quantities
of tobacco at low prices. The
decision wasn’t made lightly as the
hardest thing for him was leaving
behind his wife and young
children. This is why he always

tried to do business in Wilkomir,
but this time he felt he had to
make the trip.

Before he left he received a
parting blessing from Rabbi
Yaakov Cadaner, a wonderful
Chabad Chassid, author of
Mitzreif HaAvoda and Sippurim
Noraim. They knew each other
well and Shlomo enjoyed visiting
Rabbi Cadaner and talking to him,
and especially hearing his
Chassidic stories. Rabbi Cadaner
knew numerous Chassidic stories,
particularly of the Mitteler Rebbe
and the Alter Rebbe (about whom
he wrote in his book Sippurim
Noraim and which are considered
reliable and authentic).

R’ Yaakov held out his hand to
young Shlomo and blessed him
with success in his business
dealings.

“Before we part, I want to ask
you a favor. Even though you are
not a Lubavitcher Chassid, still,
since you are going to Niezin it
would be fitting for you to go the

gravesite of the tzaddik, the
Mitteler Rebbe. Surely the merit of
the Rebbe will stand you in good
stead for success on your trip and
in your livelihood.”

Shlomo was happy to agree
and they shook hands and said
goodbye.

PART II
So as mentioned earlier,

Shlomo had been on the road for
six months. There was no train, as
of yet, and the distance from
Wilkomir in Lithuania to Niezin in
Russia was long. Now he was very
close to Niezin.

Along the way, Shlomo had
attempted to make small business
deals but was unsuccessful. He
wasn’t experienced enough to
withstand the wiles of business
opportunities that presented
themselves. He had lost a
considerable amount of his money
in various deals.

If that wasn’t enough, he felt
despondent. He didn’t know why.
As he traveled he had plenty of
time to think and the image of his
wife and children repeatedly came
to mind. He had a strong feeling
that something was wrong back at
home. He couldn’t explain the
feeling, but not surprisingly he felt
glum. 

That strong inner feeling was a
sort of minor prophecy.

* * *
At that moment, his wife

Kreindel was sick in bed with her
sobbing children around her.
None of the doctors who visited
her could find the source of her
illness and she grew sicker each
day.

That day was worst of all. That
critical night, three doctors sat at
her bedside wringing their hands
in despair. They did all they could
but other than helping her breathe
more easily, there was nothing
they could do. They knew that her
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fate would be sealed that night.
At some point she lost

consciousness. All attempts to
revive her failed. She did not
react. If not for her soft breaths
that were nearly imperceptible,
they would have thought she was
no longer of this world. 

Dawn broke and along with a
new day came a faint hope.
Maybe, just maybe the light would
chase away the darkness. The
neighbors filled the house, worried
and hoping for a miracle. They
helped as much as they could, but
there wasn’t much they could do.
The critical point was passed at
ten o’clock, when the young
woman suddenly began to breathe
easier and the color returned to
her face. Her brow was beaded
with sweat and her eyelids began
to flutter.

The doctors breathed a sigh of
relief. Her condition continued to
improve and there was hardly a
need for the doctors any longer.
They had given up hope but the

woman miraculously recovered
and within a month she was back
on her feet. 

PART III
A few months went by and

Shlomo returned to Wilkomir to
the delight of his family. He was
soon off to the home of Rabbi
Yaakov Cadaner even though he
was still wearing his travel clothes.

R’ Cadaner looked at him
questioningly as though to ask: Is
that proper, after not being home
for a year, to come to me instead
of bringing joy to your wife and
children? Shlomo looked
uncomfortable and he found it
hard to say what he wanted to say.

“I had a very difficult trip. I
was unsuccessful in business and
lost nearly all my money. I owed a
large sum of money after various
things occurred to me on the way.
I also had a bad feeling about the
wife I had left behind. I felt that
something terrible was going on at
home and my helplessness made
me feel worse.

“As I approached Niezin, I felt
I couldn’t take it anymore. It was
like a rock was lying on my heart.
I couldn’t do anything, not even
cry out to Heaven. I reminded
myself about my promise to visit
the gravesite of the tzaddik, R’
Dovber of Lubavitch. I felt that his
grave would be a solace for me. 

“I immersed in a mikva and
then went to the Ohel. It was cold
there, bone-chillingly cold. I was
surprised by this since throughout
my trip I was exposed to the
elements yet my warm clothing
served me well, but there at the
grave the cold overcame me.

“As I entered the Ohel, I felt a
great dread. Since the day I was
born I have never felt such a
fright. Because of the fright, I felt
how the cold was seeping into my
body from my hair to my heels.
The cold increased until I could

no longer bear it. I realized that
something was afoot and that it
was the holy place that made me
feel this way. I nearly ran away
but right before I did I thought:
Surely nothing bad will happen to
me in this tzaddik’s presence, so
why should I flee? I will daven
here and ask him to plead on my
behalf.

“I began to read chapters of
T’hillim and other appropriate
passages. All my suffering and
worries came to the fore and burst
forth. I burst into tears and cried
as I had never done before. All my
attempts at calming down were
fruitless.

“It was only after quite some
time that I managed to write down
a few words in two pidyonos, one
for me and my family and the
other specifically for my wife. The
feeling that I had had pushed me
to write a pidyon nefesh for her
and to arouse mercy for her. I
placed the two pidyonos on the
gravesite and I said out loud:
Rebbe, I am asking you to arouse
mercy on me and my family and
especially on my wife Kreindel bas
Sarah.

“As soon as I placed the
pidyonos on the gravesite, I was
filled with joy. I felt calm and that
I had entrusted the matter in good
hands and that all would be well.
The longer I remained there, the
happier I became and if it wasn’t
the Ohel I would have danced. I
stayed there a while longer,
finding it difficult to leave. It was
only when I had recovered
somewhat that I left with a
lighthearted feeling.

“I stayed another few days in
Niezin and although I had almost
no money, I did a few nice deals. I
saw this as the fulfillment of the
Rebbe’s bracha.

“A few more months went by as
I made the return trip and the
joyful feeling did not leave me.

“I began to read
chapters of

T’hillim and
other appropriate

passages. All my
suffering and

worries came to
the fore and

burst forth. I
burst into tears

and cried as I
had never done

before…” 



The two trips couldn’t have been
more different, with my feeling
dejected, even miserable on the
way there, and my feeling uplifted

on my way home.
“Today, when I returned home,

I asked my wife how she was and
she briefly told me what had

happened to her, how she had
been deathly sick and the doctors
had despaired; how she had been
unconscious and then had
suddenly woken up and returned
to her former strength in a
miraculous way, with no help from
the doctors.

“When I asked her whether she
knew when this had happened, she
told me a certain date. I figured
out that this was precisely when I
had been at the Ohel and at ten
o’clock when I had laid the
pidyonos on the gravesite.

“So now, R’ Yaakov, how could
I not run here to tell you what
happened thanks to your advice
and the tzaddik’s miracle. If your
holy Rebbeim, after their passing,
shine like the stars in the sky, all
the more so are they holy in their
lifetime,” Shlomo added
passionately.

R’ Yaakov chuckled and said,
“On the contrary, Chazal tell us
that tzaddikim are greater after
their passing than in their
lifetimes.”

(from Sippurim Noraim)

A Lubavitcher writing a pidyon nefesh before entering
the holy gravesite of the Mitteler Rebbe in Niezin
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THE REBBE’S PAIN
The publication Yechi

HaMelech published for the first
time a chilling letter from the
Rebbe that ought to shake us all
up. The letter was written during
the days of Slichos 5740 to the
Minister of Transportation, Mr.
Chaim Landau:

I did not consider at all that
it would be possible that they
would repeat errors such as this,
which are even bigger and more
dangerous, and time after time
and with a proclamation that it
should be celebrated with a
banquet, etc., and that they
should continue further, Heaven
forbid.

Why do I cause you pain in
sending you these lines? Because
I haven’t given up hope that
perhaps, still and all, the
withdrawal will stop, etc.
Furthermore, human nature is
such that when he feels a jab in
any living limb, even with a
needle in his little finger, he
cries out in pain. It’s not that
this will help cure the piercing.
And what is spoken of here is
the security situation of three
million Jews!

Even if someone is convinced
that his protest will be ignored, he
is obligated to cry out. The red
light is already flashing. We all
know where we are headed yet we
still remain quiet.

In light of the terrible
situation, the leaders of the
Organization to Save the Nation
and the Land have announced
another advertising campaign in
which the Rebbe’s message will

appear on a thousand busses. The
ad will say, “A Palestinian State is
a Disaster for Israel.” Six months
ago, when the campaign began,
many people laughed at it, saying,
“Why cause unnecessary panic?
It’s not an imminent problem.” 

Today, everybody sees that all
the discussions to be held at the
upcoming talks in Annapolis are
focused on one thing – the
establishment of a Palestinian
state on most of Yehuda and
Shomron, including Yerushalayim.

The Rebbe, in his letter, writes
that protesting serves a purpose if
only because crying out in pain is
something a Jew should do. Now
is the time for every one of us to
cry out to annul the terrible
decree with kindness and mercy.
We are sure that when in heaven,
they will hear our cry, the decree
will be cancelled.

IN WATER AND FIRE
On the eve of the

Disengagement, a group of rabbis
placed an ad addressed to
President Bush in the New York
Times, warning that pressuring
Israel to implement the expulsion
would be tragic for the US. One
month later, Hurricane Katrina let
loose in New Orleans and a
million people were forced out of
their homes. Even gentile
religious figures realized this was
an act of G-d and said it was
because America had collaborated
with the expulsion from Gush
Katif. As a meeting is about to
take place whose purpose is to
give it all to murderers, a massive
fire spread in California and a

million people were forced to flee
from their homes. The US, which
is a nation of chesed, has become
the biggest supporter of its
enemies. Heaven shows them as
Yona said, “This great storm is
because of me.” 

Will they be smart enough to
stop the sell-out before it’s too
late? Will they learn the lesson
that those who start up with the
Holy Land are like those who
declare open war on G-d and His
Torah?

Let us hope and pray that this
dangerous summit will be
canceled and will be transformed
into a gathering of “and all the
nations will stream towards it,”
towards the Rebbe MH”M and the
Har HaBayis and the third Beis
HaMikdash.

UPROOTING
SETTLEMENTS VS A
CAMPAIGN IN GAZA
Here’s a riddle: What’s easier,

getting rid of outposts in the
Shomron or cleaning the
terrorists out of Gaza, our
enemies who have put the brakes
on the lives of the Jewish citizens
of an entire city?

The IDF, which in recent years
has demonstrated its might in
expelling Jews and silencing them,
apparently prefers doing what it
does best – strong-arming the
weak. They don’t dare enter
Gaza, but Jews they can handle.

On the anniversary of Rabin’s
death, according to the secular
calendar, we got another outpost
evacuation with violence against

A CRY OF PAIN
By Shai Gefen



the protesters. That was to
appease Condoleezza Rice. This is
yet another feather in the cap of
the Israel Defense Forces, which
has become the implementation
arm of the terrorist organizations.
Shame!

BEWARE OF IRAN 
AND SYRIA

It’s no secret that the giving
away of land to the enemies of
Israel spurred on the Syria-Iran
Axis of Evil and empowered it so
that today, they control areas
right near our homes, whether on
the southern front or the northern
front. With one hand, the US are
fighting Iran and even President
Bush doesn’t hesitate to declare
that the acquisition of nuclear
weapons by Iran will lead to
World War III. At the same time,
they are strengthening Iran and
Syria by weakening Israel.

18 years ago, in Sivan 5750,
the mayor of Ariel, Ron Nachman,
visited the Rebbe at “dollars” and
asked the Rebbe what approach he
should take in the US. The Rebbe
explained things that are
understandable only today, and
only today can we see how
farsighted the Rebbe was:

Nachman: “I am in the US on
a political mission and I will be
lecturing to Jews and non-Jews
for six weeks. What does the
Rebbe advise me to say? What
should I say on the radio and

television about the situation in
the US as far as the loan
guarantees? How should I
conduct myself and what should I
say?”

The Rebbe: “As I said a
number of times, the US is
interested in the welfare of Eretz
Yisroel because the opposing side
is the Arabs, and the Arabs are
against the US. They want the US
to be unsuccessful and for Iran to
be successful. However, lately,
foreign considerations, side
considerations have arisen and it
is necessary to find a response to
the issues that have come up
lately.

“You can easily check this out
by looking up the speeches that
American presidents have made in
the past in which they explain to
the public how Israel needs to be
strong for the good of the entire
world, so as not to allow Syria
and Iran, etc., to extend
themselves, for they are against
the US no less than they are
against Israel, and maybe more
so.

“You can easily explain this
because you don’t need to come
up with anything new, just find
the newspapers of two and three
years ago and there you have
everything in detail, all ready for
you.”

America’s approach that there
are “good terrorists” and “bad
terrorists” hasn’t proven itself.
The idea that they will sell out

Israel to further American
interests has only achieved the
opposite. As the Rebbe told Ron
Nachman, Iran and Syria are
America’s enemies even more than
Israel’s.

It’s time that the US
understood that undermining
Israel’s security to further
America’s interests boomerangs.
The Annapolis summit will harm
the US no less than Israel. Let’s
explain this to the world because
they understand it better than us.

“As I said a
number of times,
the US is
interested in the
welfare of Eretz
Yisroel because
the opposing side
is the Arabs, and
the Arabs are
against the US.
They want the US
to be unsuccessful
and for Iran to be
successful.”
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A few years ago I attended a
farbrengen with Rabbi Yitzchok
Goldberg, the rosh yeshiva of
Tomchei T’mimim in Migdal
HaEmek. A young shliach was there
too, who has been working
successfully for a few years in a big
city in the north of the country. At a
certain point in the farbrengen, R’
Goldberg said to this shliach, I’ll
never forget your first farbrengen in
your city. 

He was referring to a time when
this shliach was still not living in the
city but he had organized a Yud-Tes
Kislev farbrengen there and had
recruited R’ Goldberg and some
bachurim to help him out.

You began your speech like this:
‘Eliezer, Avrohom’s servant, met
Rivka miraculously and then went to
the house of B’suel, her father. They
sat down to a meal but Eliezer
proclaimed, I will not eat until I say

what I have to say. B’suel agreed
and gave him the floor.

‘How did Eliezer begin his
speech while on shlichus? He
declared, I am Avrohom’s servant.
Rather than begin with a Torah
pilpul so they would know whom
they were dealing with, and rather
than enumerating all the gifts that
were packed with the ten camels or
with the document that Avrohom
signed giving away his possessions
to Yitzchok, he let them know who
he was. Who am I? I am Avrohom’s
servant! The rest is of secondary
importance. Avrohom is what is
important and I am his servant.’

‘So too, I present myself to you
as the shliach of the Lubavitcher
Rebbe. I am Avrohom’s servant. The
Rebbe sent me to this city and I
hope and pray that I will be a
faithful shliach and bring divrei
Torah, the horaos, and brachos of

the Rebbe to this city.’ 

EMPHASIZING WHO
THE MESHALEIACH IS
A few years ago I attended a

gathering of rabbanim from schools
from all over the country. At a
certain point, a rav rose to speak
who did not look like a Chassid,
though apparently, at some stage in
his life he had learned Torah from a
Chassidic Admur (I think it was the
Admur of Sochotchov) or spent time
with him.

This rav began his speech with a
quote from that Rebbe. Before he
said it, he closed his eyes in great
concentration and slowly
enunciated, emphasizing every word,
My teacher and holy Rebbe, his
honor the Rebbe of Sochotchov,
zecher tzaddik v’kadosh li’vracha
l’chayei ha’olam ha’ba, said… 

When I heard how much pride
he took (in the positive sense) and
articulated all those adjectives, I
asked myself when was the last time
I used similar adjectives by way of
introduction to divrei Torah from the
Rebbe?

By the way, we shluchim have
the privilege and obligation to quote
the Rebbe many more times than
Chassidim and talmidim of other
Admurim and rabbanim. This is
because 

we went on shlichus solely
because the Rebbe told us to, and
our work is only to bring the Rebbe
to every location and to every Jew in
the world. Furthermore, we
shluchim have hundreds and
thousands of maamarim, sichos,
ideas, and explanations from the
Rebbe on every parsha and topic in
Torah or worldly matters, and our
purpose is to convey what the Rebbe
said.

Since then, whenever I give a
speech, long or short, and I can
have five to ten on an average day, I
try to use (at least) one of the
Rebbe’s messages. I am also

I am a shliach of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
- that is how I introduce myself. I am
Avrohom’s servant. The Rebbe sent me
to this city and I hope and pray that I
will be a loyal shliach.

I AM A

SERVANT

OF AVROHOM
By Rabbi Yaakov Shmuelevitz, Shliach, Beit Shaan



particular to emphasize with
reverence just who it is that I am
quoting.

At every ceremony where I am
asked to address the crowd, or a
chuppa where I am given a bracha,
etc, I request that the host or emcee
adds to his introduction that I am a
shliach of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, so
that everybody knows that I am
Avrohom’s servant. 

Bluntly put, there is no point in
people knowing Yaakov or
Shmuelevitz. They should know that
I am a shliach of the Rebbe and
when they hear divrei Torah,
the bracha, etc, they are
connecting and receiving
blessing and influence from
the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

Everybody knows already
that when Rabbi Shmuelevitz
presides at a chuppa, it
includes a bracha to the
couple from a letter that the
Rebbe sent to couples who
were engaged. The same goes
for a Zeved HaBat (for
Ashkenazim who don’t know
– when a girl is born the
parents invite their relatives
and friends and a rav holds
the baby and says verses of
blessing, my dove in the
cracks of the rock … mi
sh’Beirach imoseinu, etc. …
and her name is… ). Rabbi
Shmuelevitz asks everybody
to rise for the reading of the
Lubavitcher Rebbe’s letter that was
sent upon the birth of a girl.

Usually, the main thing people
remember from the chuppa or the
zeved ha’bat is the Rebbe’s letter,
and there have been some miracle
stories connected with the reading of
these letters on these occasions.

When I call someone on the
phone, I say, Hello, this is Yaakov
from Chabad. If I call a friend of
mine from outside the city, I say,
Hello from Beit Shaan. It’s the same
point. Beit Shaan is a city of shlichus
and the shlichus is the holy of holies

of my hiskashrus to the Rebbe. I am
a servant of Avrohom.

I apologize for talking about
myself’ which is really not the point
- on the contrary. The point is those
six words in the heading. The rest
are merely several examples taken
from hundreds and thousands of
shluchim who are devoted to the
Rebbe, who have happily dedicated
their lives, including their families,
to living somewhere out there on
shlichus. They daily fulfill those six
words, I am a servant of Avrohom. 

THEY SHOULD KNOW
WHO’S BOSS

Exactly 22 years ago, in
Cheshvan of 5746, I was in 770 and
counting the remaining days before
our wedding. I also collected money
for the Chabad house in Beit Shaan
that was going to open right after
the wedding. People gave generously
and I had several thousand dollars.

I was greatly helped by my
classmate who was still learning in
yeshiva in 770, Rabbi Moshe
Akselrod, who is now the shliach in

Atlit. One day, we saw a huge
picture of the Rebbe in a wooden
frame available for sale in Flash on
Kingston Avenue. I think it was the
most expensive picture in all the
stores in the neighborhood. It was
the picture of the Rebbe leaning on
the lectern, and it cost $90. 

R’ Akselrod said I had to buy the
picture. You must hang it in the
entrance to your home so that
whoever comes in will know who the
balabus is. 

I said it wasn’t right to use
money that people had donated

towards the Chabad house for
hafatza activities for the most
expensive picture to be hung
in a private home. We argued
for a while and then decided
to ask a rav who is also a
shliach to rule on the matter.

We found a rav who
qualified and after he heard
both sides, he said that R’
Akselrod was right. It was
truly important for the
Chabad house to have a
beautiful picture of the
Rebbe, the meshaleiach.

I bought the picture,
packed it carefully (at the
airport they considered it a
suitcase but they didn’t
charge for it!) and as soon as
I got the apartment in Beit
Shaan, we hung up the
picture facing the entrance.
Since then, it graces our

house (and our Sukka on Sukkos, of
course), and whoever comes in
know immediately who the balabus
is.

* * *
Perhaps it can be said that any

Lubavitcher who wants to be
mekushar to the Rebbe can and
ought to say, I am Avrohom’s
servant, to be battul to the Rebbe, to
learn his sichos and horaos, and be
devoted to the one and only
shlichus, to actually bring Moshiach
with the true and complete
Redemption immediately.



Dear Friend,
A Jewish wedding is a joyous occasion not

only for the couple, their family,
And friends, but for the entire Jewish

community. This joy is especially poignant when
a Jewish wedding is celebrated in Eretz Yisroel,
may it be rebuilt and established.

Unfortunately, for many couples and their
families, wedding preparations are an ordeal
fraught with tension. Their stress begins
immediately after the engagement, as they worry
how they will pay for the wedding, appliances
and furnishings. The most basic items are out of
reach for families making an average Israeli
income, especially for those blessed with many
children. Sometimes, weddings are delayed
simply because families do not have the
necessary funds.

Keren Moshe, a non profited gemach
established in loving memory of Reb Moshe
Shneerson o.b.m., is working to alleviate a
significant portion of this stress. We work
cooperatively with furniture makers and
appliance wholesalers to furnish the newlyweds’
apartment with all the basic necessities: dining
room table and chairs, full bedroom set, small
kitchen table and chairs, refrigerator, stove, and
washing machine.

With fewer practical obstacles to worry
about, the couple is able to focus their energy
on building their new lives together.

We can’t do it without the support of friends
like you, who share our compassion and vision
for these couples as they build strengthen the
Jewish people, one family at a time, in Eretz
HaKodesh. 

Please give generously to this special cause. A
contribution of $1,700 is enough to sponsor a
bedroom set. A donation of $5.000 furnishes an
entire apartment. Larger donations give the
donor the merit of helping to establish several
Jewish homes.

Smaller donations also make a difference-a
gift of just $550 is enough to provide a young
couple with a stove.

Please see the options on the following page,
and participate in this great Mitzvah.

In the merit of your Tzedakah, may G-d
bless you and your loved ones with joy and
prosperity always.

Sincerely,
Vaad Keren Moshe 
To participate in this great mitzvah please fill

in the following page: 
I want to take part in celebrating the

marriage of a young Jewish couple in Eretz
Israel!

Enclosed is my tax –deductible contribution
to Keren Moshe for the following ( please circle
your choice of contribution): 

1. Full apartment( includes everything
bellow): $5,000 ( for each $5,000 donation, the
manufacturer has agreed to provide the couple
with their choice of a sofa or bookcases at no
cost.)

2. Bedroom (two beds, vanity table with
mirror, wall-closet, nightstand): $1,700.

3. Living area (solid wood dining room set
with 6 chairs):$1,050

4. Kitchen and Laundry:

Refrigerator: $800
Washing machine: $670
Stove: $550
Small kitchen table and chairs: $230 
Name:__________________
Address:_________________
City/State/Zip: _______________
Check:_______ Credit card (circle one): Amex
MC Visa Discover Exp. Date:______
Mail To: Vaad Keren Moshe, PMB 101, 383
Kingston Ave. Brooklyn NY 
11213
Phone number: 039607720 

….“Especially when people offer voluntarily to
sustain the inhabitants of the actual land of life
i.e. Eretz Yisroel. This will suffice for those who
understand. (Igeres HaKodesh Epistle 21)…”

KEREN MOSHE




