(Right to left) R’ Hillel Zaltzman, R’ Moshe Nisselevitz, Mr. Irwin
Rosenbaum a”h (one of Chamah’s donors), R’ Binyamin Malachovsky

Nazi, Adolph Eichmann.

Before we left Vienna for Eretz
Yisroel, members of the Jewish
Agency built a huge tent and held
a public welcome for the group of
philanthropists. They put me on
the dais and asked me to say
HaMotzi and to cut the giant
challa, as well as to say a few
words of greeting in Hebrew.

After the successful reception,

the Agency men told me that my
family and I would be flying on a
special flight with the
philanthropists and they asked me
to talk to them on the flight.
During the flight 1 got well
acquainted with several of them.
So now, I thought that perhaps
that had all been to pave the way
to enlist their financial support
for Chamah.

When 1 told R’ Yehoshua
Raskin and R’ Zalman Stambler
about these wealthy men, they
found out where they were staying
and we immediately went to the
Hilton Hotel in Tel Aviv to see
them. They were in the middle of
meeting with one of the
government ministers.

Some of the wealthy men
recognized me immediately and
were happy to see me. One of
them, Thomas Hecht of Montreal,
gave me a list of all the members
of the group. We left with high
hopes, to look up their addresses
and phone numbers to see if we
could get them interested in our
work.

We did not end up getting
their addresses or their telephone
numbers. We continued to work
with the monthly stipend of
$2000-$1000 from the Rebbe and
$1000 from Ezras Achim. With
this budget we arranged Evenings
with Chabad nearly every night.
We went around the country and
spoke about Judaism and the
Rebbe; we sang niggunim and
inspired the immigrants to keep
Torah and mitzvos.
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IT SIMPLY
DISAPPEARED

“Strengthen your trust in the Creator
and Ruler of the world, Who supervises

each one with

individual super-

vision...there is no room for worry...”

There’s a town somewhere in
Eretz Yisroel with a small Chabad
community which is comprised
entirely of mekuravim. They don’t
seek publicity even though
occasionally, miracles take place that
get them into the headlines. Most of
the families are Sephardic, with a
staunch belief in tzaddikim and the
Rebbe Melech HaMoshiach in
particular. If shluchim only had the
time, they could fill volumes with
miracle stories.

Ayelet is a member of this
community. She is an intense
woman who takes the Rebbe’s
directives to heart. There is no
hesitation or shame for her when it
has to do with spreading the B’suras
HaGeula and the Goel. She is deeply
connected to the Rebbe and as a
result, she is blessed.

Ayelet trains her children to love
the Rebbe and to try to fulfill all his
requests. She regularly attends
shiurim, farbrengens, get-togethers
and activities and brings her children
along where appropriate so they will
hear Chassidim speak and spend
time in their presence.

When Ayelet took her children to
the Simchas Beis HaShoeiva this
year, she told her friends that she

was concerned about her daughter
Bat-Chen. She had taken her
daughter to a pediatrician to find out
why her daughter was hardly eating.
The doctor checked Bat-Chen’s
mouth and said she saw a suspicious
mass under her chin. She didn’t
know whether this had a connection
with the lack of appetite, but she
told Ayelet to take her for an
ultrasound test to find out what was
going on.

When Ayelet went home, trying
to remain calm, she wrote the Rebbe
a letter and then took out volume 18
of the Igros Kodesh and put the
letter in, while whispering a prayer
that the Rebbe would answer her.

The Rebbe’s answer was on p.
252-253. From the opening of the
letter, Ayelet saw an indication that
it was directed at her, since the
Rebbe was writing to a man who
was a Kohen and Ayelet is the wife
of a Kohen. In the letter, the Rebbe
spoke about health. He quoted the
Rambam about “v’nahapoch hu” of
the month of Adar, and ended with a
blessing for success and for a joyous
Purim.

On the facing page 253, the
Rebbe wrote about the proper
observance of Shmita. Although
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Ayelet kept the laws of Shmita, she
resolved to do it better and not to
spare any effort but to travel far in
order to be able to buy the
halachically-best produce, as the
Rebbe requested.

Ayelet was excited that the
contents of the two letters were
directly connected to her without her
having to look between the lines for
a connection. Armed with this clear
bracha of “v’'nahapoch hu,” she
anticipated that the ultrasound
would show that nothing was there.
This had been her experience
previously that when she
encountered a problem or difficulty
of some kind and wrote to the Rebbe
(having made all the proper
preparations), she would open to a
bracha and the situation would
change, resolve itself, or disappear.

Ayelet took Bat-Chen for the
ultrasound, which took quite a bit of
time. When the test was finally done,
the technician gave her the results
and told her to go to an ear-nose-
and throat clinic immediately. There
was a tumor a centimeter and a half
in size and this had to be tested
immediately. Usually, a tissue
sample would be taken but due to
the size of the tumor, they would
have to remove part of it with a large
syringe and send it to a lab in
Yerushalayim.

At this point, Ayelet was losing
her cool. Instead of disappearing,
the situation was sounding worse.
Once again, she reported to the
Rebbe about the new frightening
development.

The Rebbe’s answer she opened
to was encouraging. It was in the
same volume 18, page 93. The
Rebbe was writing about
nerves/depression. Yes, Ayelet was
extremely nervous. Being an
emotional woman in the best of
times, you can imagine what she felt
under these circumstances.

While this was going on she still
had to run the household and go to



work, while not projecting her
nervousness at her students. This
was a tall order for an
undemonstrative type of person, all
the more so for the sensitive Ayelet.

The Rebbe referred to her state
of mind and gave advice:

This comes from nervousness
and therefore it is worth consulting
with an expert doctor about this
and following his instructions. The
more you strengthen your trust in
the Creator and Ruler of the world,
Who supervises each one with
individual supervision, and
therefore, there is no room for
worry or excitement...

She made an appointment with
the ear-nose-and throat doctor and
prepared for it by asking for the
Rebbe’s bracha. Despite the two
previous clear answers with brachos,
the emotional Ayelet wasn’t satisfied.
This is what the Rebbe writes to a

woman on page 377:

It is surprising that you repeat
your request when I have already
written to you that you should
trust the Healer of all flesh Who
does wonders. As it is written, “He

did everything properly in its time”
— both aspects, in its time and that
it will be proper.

May the medical treatment be in
its proper time and with success,
and may you relate good news in a
good frame of mind in both
personal and general matters, with
blessing.

Ayelet resolved that this final
letter she would write until she could
report the good news of

[

v’'nahapoch hu.”

Bat-Chen woke up Sunday
morning, said Modeh Ani, washed
her hands, and gave tz’daka and
Ayelet supplied her with all the
Chassidic armor she could think of:
a picture of the Rebbe, a small
T’hillim with the Rebbe’s picture,
etc. Then Ayelet, her husband
Reuven, and Bat-Chen went to the
doctor.

Reuven remained in the waiting
room and said T hillim for his little
girl, praying that the procedure
wouldn’t hurt, that the tumor should
be benign, that... He tried

concentrating on his T hillim while
trying to put the reason for his
saying the T hillim out of his mind —
an impossible task. He imagined the
syringe and cringed at the thought
of hearing her screaming.

What was going on? Why had
the door opened so quickly and why
were Ayelet and Bat-Chen walking
towards him with smiles. Reuven
thought he was hallucinating. Had
they made a mistake about the date
of their appointment?

This time, Ayelet was calm and
she explained to her stunned
husband the reason they were done
so quickly. “I went in with all our
medical papers and the doctor
reviewed them all, looking quite
grave. Then she explained what she
was going to do and went to get the
syringe. I’'m not ashamed to tell you
that just the sight of it was
traumatizing! What were they going
to do to Bat-Chen?

“The doctor examined the
diagnosis and ultrasound images
carefully, then approached Bat-Chen
who was holding the picture of the
Rebbe. The doctor palpated Bat-
Chen’s face, chin and under her
chin, again and again. She looked
back at the ultrasound and again at
the little girl. She felt her face again
and then said, ‘I don’t know what to
say except that there is no growth
here. I have no explanation as to
how a tumor that size could
disappear. Go home because there is
no reason to do the test and I have
nothing to say except that it’s a
miracle.’

JOROR)
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Two days later, dozens of women
crowded into Ayelet’s home for a
Chassidishe farbrengen, where she
told about the miracle that had
happened to Bat-Chen. The women
were inspired and they resolved that
they wouldn’t wait for miracles but
would try to farbreng at Reuven and
Ayelet’s house once a month.
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SHLICHUS TO
THE FOOT OF

THE HIMALAYAS

By Chani Nussbaum

The village of Dramsala is located at
the foot of the Himalayan Mountains
and attracts many Israeli tourists.
Michal and Dror Shaul opened a
Chabad house there. * A description of
the developing Chabad community and
interesting encounters.

WORDS FROM THE HEART

The following story is ['ilui nishmas Boruch Moshe Mekmel, who
was here with us five years ago:

A girl with her gentile boyfriend whom she knew for two years came
to our Shabbos meal. After the chulent was served and people were
eating, Boruch got up and spoke sharply about the Jewish people being
the Chosen Nation and how we have a holy neshama and that the
Rebbe said that whoever lives with a goy hurts the goy!

When he was finished talking, the girl got up and left. We didn’t
know whether his speech was wise and what the ramifications would
be.

The next day, Boruch went to the local Internet café, where he saw
her gentile boyfriend sitting and crying. When he saw Boruch, he got
up and went over to him. He told Boruch that his girlfriend had
suddenly left him and didn’t say where she was going. What she did say
was that if he wanted to know why, he should ask the guy (i.e.,
Boruch) from the Chabad house.
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Michal, tell us a bit about
yourself.

I grew up in Chaifa. I did my
national service in Tzfas, where 1
encountered Chabad. I was
occasionally invited to the Levkivker
family for Shabbos. I would
bombard them with questions but
wasn’t ready to join Chabad. After a
year of national service, I studied
special education in college.

I met my husband through Rabbi
Ginsburgh from Kfar Chabad and
that is how I got more involved with
Chabad. After we married, I went to
Machon Alte in Tzfas. In Chabad, I
discovered that my connection to
the Rebbe went back to when I was
12, when I got a T’fillas HaDerech
with the Rebbe’s picture on it. I
always kept it with me.

Another interesting thing is that
when I was a girl, and wasn’t yet in
Chabad, I wanted to tour in India.
They told me I am not allowed to
leave Eretz Yisroel just to tour. My
friend asked me why I wanted to
leave the country and go to India, of
all places. I told her, “I don’t know
but I feel that I have sparks I need
to raise in India.”

I did not end up going to India
then, but went a few years later with
my husband and oldest son, Levi



lemg out lekach on Erev Yom Kippur

Yitzchok [who is featured in an
article in issue #628].

What about your husband?

My husband toured India when
he was single. He was always drawn
to spirituality but he found that all
the types of meditation didn’t satisfy
him. He got more involved in Torah
and mitzvos and with Chabad.
When we established our home
together, it was clear to him that
our place of shlichus is in India, to
transform the tuma into k’dusha.

Here, in Dramsala there is an
openness to learning and most of
the people who come here are
thirsty for something spiritual. Our
job is to direct them towards
spirituality. We’ve been here on
shlichus for seven years now. We

BEIS MOSHIACH Issue 637




have six children, baruch Hashem.
The youngest is Menachem Mendel,
who is eight months old.

We came here without a cent but
with the genuine desire to be
shluchim. We rented a guest house
and it has turned into a Chabad
house that we operate on a
shoestring budget.

The Chabad house that hosted
seven-eight people has turned into a
large family of thousands of people
a year, with mekuravim who stay a
while to learn and get involved.

What are your main activities?

First and foremost, we are
involved in hosting guests. The
Chabad house is spacious and on a
Friday night we have 400 guests
and on Yom Tov, up to 600 guests.
The rest of the week we provide
various courses: a course on man’s
spiritual structure based on
Chassidus, a course on meditation —
meditating on Chassidic and
Kabbalistic concepts along with
breathing techniques, relaxation,
and niggunim — a course on
storytelling — looking inward with
stories of tzaddikim.

Since India has thousands of
kinds of idol worship, a big part of
our work entails disseminating
information about the 7 Mitzvos
B’nei Noach. We also have a weekly
women’s circle, classes on
relationships, Tanya, movement and
stretching according to the secrets
of the Alef-Beis, and for those who
are interested, there is also a yeshiva
where they learn Chassidus and
Nigleh.

At the moment, the mekuravim
and talmidim of the yeshiva sleep in
rooms throughout the village, but
we plan on soon opening a large
campus that will include a
restaurant, a hall for large meals, a
zal, many rooms for men and
women, a yeshiva and mikva. It all
operates under the supervision of
Rabbi Yitzchok Ginsburgh, the
mashpia of the community.
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Heart to heart talks

KAPAROS OF MESIRUS NEFESH

Yael, a kibbutznik who didn’t know anything about Judaism, helped
us prepare for Rosh HaShana and remained in Dramsala for Yom
Kippur. Erev Yom Kippur, my husband said we had to do Kaparos and
he explained what it signifies according to Chassidus and the writings of
the Arizal, as well as how we take a chicken and circle the head with it.

Yael, a longtime animal lover, was horrified. “There’s no way I'm
going to do that. It’s tzaar baalei chayim!”

My husband didn’t argue with her. He merely said, “Come in the
morning at ten o’clock. There’s a big inyan of being present at the time
of Kaparos.” Yael didn’t respond and she left.

At ten in the morning, we were surprised to see Yael coming to the
Chabad house. My husband told her, “Say the prayer and circle your
head with the chicken. Then come back to the Chabad house (she helped
us cook) and we will do what has to be done.”

Yael took the chicken and said the prayer and began to cry. She
addressed the chicken: “Dear chicken, you should know that this is good
for my soul as well as for yours. Don’t worry, everything will be all right.
Your soul will be instead of my soul, and we will both have a tikkun.”

My son helped her turn the chicken and then took it for slaughtering.
Yael remained to watch the sh’chita (since there is an inyan to watch)
and said the blessing.

On Yom Kippur, Yael said to my husband, “I don’t know what
happened to me. I feel like I was born anew. You should know that the
chicken heard me and agreed to go to sh’chita.”

Yael returned to Eretz Yisroel to study Judaism and today is a baalas
t’shuva living in Yerushalayim.




We just started putting out a
weekly paper that includes
information for tourists about
courses, a halacha corner, Chassidic
stories, the weekly sidra, local news,
stories of hashgacha pratis, etc.

Have you had doubts about
your shlichus, over the years?

Yes, but the Rebbe gives us
brachos and resolves every doubt.
I'll tell you some stories.

We rented a place for a Chabad
house and one day, the landlord
discovered that we are hosting
hordes of people. He decided to
double the rent, giving us the choice
of leaving if we did not agree to the
new amount.

We wrote to the Rebbe and the
answer was to speak to a lawyer. We
didn’t know there was a lawyer in
our area but if the Rebbe said that,
we didn’t argue. We went directly to
the landlord and told him that our
boss told us to speak to a lawyer.

To our surprise, he turned pale
and immediately said, “Okay, stay
there at the same rent you’ve been
paying, just don’t go to a lawyer.”

It turned out that the building
was designated for those who had
served in the Indian army and they
were not allowed to rent it to others.
That’s why he got all nervous.
That’s how the Rebbe saved us.

Here’s another example of how
the Rebbe encouraged us and how
what seemed like a failure turned
into a success. When we got here,
we saw that people were attracted to
the many idol worshipping courses.
We decided to provide a holy
counterpart.

We advertised an evening for
women in the course of which we
learned chapter 19 of Tanya. After a
short break for tea and cake, we sat
in a circle and with quiet Chabad
niggunim playing in the background
I led the women in guided imagery
about the neshama yearning to
cleave with the Infinite Light, based
on what we learned in Tanya.

Then the women were asked to
use water colors to draw what they
had experienced. When we
discussed the drawings they had
made, [ was greatly taken aback.
Some of them had drawn all sorts of
images associated with avoda zara.
Other women drew images that
were inappropriate and immodest. 1
didn’t know how to react. I decided
that due to this terrible failure this
was not the right approach and I
wrote to the Rebbe that I was going
to stop workshops like these. The
Rebbe’s letter that I opened to was
full of brachos and encouragement

. A \ \

regarding the shiurim for women:
Since women like to talk they would
surely tell their friends how much
they enjoyed it and this would
increase the number of participants.

I immediately advertised another
evening for women and it was just
as the Rebbe had said, the number
of participants doubled. Since I had
learned from experience, we made
sure that our instructions were clear
so nobody would mistakenly do the
wrong thing.

The following evening it was a
pleasure to hear the women’s
explanations, as they explained in

Rabbi Dror Shaul with two of his daughters
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their own words what they had
experienced, and to see their
drawings based on chapter 32 of
Tanya.

Chabad houses in the East are
sometimes involved in actually
saving people’s lives. Have you
had this experience?

Yes. One night, two tourists were
critically injured and the Chabad
house staff went to rescue them.

Rabbi Yitzchok Koby and Rabbi
Yuval Mirsky took them to the local
hospital and were shocked by the
negligence and lack of hygiene. My
husband worked on getting the best
doctors and surgeons to save their
lives, one of the injured having lost
consciousness. He also began
finding out about a medical
transport and making sure the
police would not delay treatment, as
well, of course, as reporting to their
worried parents back in Israel.

To tell you the truth, the
situation looked bleak and precious
time was wasted while blood
continued to flow. We wrote to the
Rebbe and opened to a letter which
said “blessing and success” and to
make “vessels” in the normal
manner. Immediately afterwards, a
top surgeon agreed to take
responsibility for the operation even
though the danger was enormous
since the injured were under the
influence of drugs.

Despite the late hour, the
devoted shluchos decided to do
something. Only prayer would help
under these circumstances! They
went around with flashlights (there
are no lights at night in the village)
and knocked on guesthouse doors
and woke up all the Israelis and
asked them to come to shul to say
Thillim.

About 70 people gathered at two
in the morning and recited T hillim.
Around five o’clock in the morning,
the shluchim at the hospital
reported that the operations had
been a success and the doctors had
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ON THE FRONT LINES

Other shluchim have joined the Chabad house in Dramsala. Among
them are Yuval and Bas-Sheva Mirsky, who came six months ago, by
Divine providence, through mekuravim of Rabbi Yitzchok Ginsburgh.

Yuval is a sofer and his gives shiurim, weekly courses, edits the local
brochure and plans programs for children. His wife is a natural healer
and she runs Mendy’s, the kosher restaurant. She is also the mikva lady
and gives shiurim to women.

Bas-Sheva relates: On Friday we go on mivtzaim and give out
candles with a packet of brachos and explanations. We give out our
weekly brochure, invite passersby to Shabbos meals and various
courses, put Moshiach stickers on rickshaws and shop windows, etc.

One of the tourists told my husband that he had never celebrated his
bar mitzva. We quickly announced the event and celebrated it the next
day, on Shabbos, with great joy and candies flying through the air.

We have put t’fillin on many people who never put them on before.
We even discovered that a guy from South America is Jewish when he
didn’t realize this. This was after four generations of estrangement, four
generations in which people considered themselves Christian. He agreed
to put on t’fillin and we continued to keep in touch with him throughout
his stay here.

PR

Yitzchok and Noga Koby have been on shlichus here for five
months. Noga relates: Many tourists come early on Friday and help
cook. They impart lots of Ahavas Yisroel into the food. The girls come,
separate challa, and pray for people. It is a very moving scene.

Hundreds of people come Friday night, some of whom never
experienced Kabbalas Shabbos and the Shabbos meal. Many of them
say they want to bring Kabbalas Shabbos and Kiddush into their own
homes. Some of them stay on to take part in the various courses and
express the desire to continue learning back in Eretz Yisroel, even in
yeshiva.

Yitzchok is a lawyer and just three years ago he toured India and
was unwilling to step foot in any Chabad house. Today, he is married
and shomer mitzvos and he helps out on shlichus. Being multi-talented,
he has managed to bridge the gap very quickly. He gives shiurim in
Chassidus, courses and workshops, and occasionally teaches Levi
Yitzchok, the Shaul’s oldest son.

Noga is a healer in Nes Tziyona. She gives classes on relationships,
is a mikva lady and helps run the restaurant. Sometimes, she teaches
the children Chassidus.

A tourist entered the Chabad house one day and quietly asked,
pointing at Yitzchok, whether he was Yitzchok Koby and whether he
lived in Tel Aviv two years earlier. It turned out that they were good
friends in the not so distant past.

“Before | became a baal t’shuva,” says Yitzchok, “I studied
spirituality that is not Jewish. It’s amazing how Hashem sends Jews to
my shiurim that believe in the same cockeyed views that I used to have.
The Jewish heart is full of love and manages to imbue meaning into the
cold spiritual teachings of the non-Jews. It isn’t easy to open their eyes
and show them that much of the good that they find in foreign pastures
is sourced in the Jewish neshama and our Torah.”




managed to stabilize their condition
and prepare them to fly to Delhi.

The next day, the two men put
on t'fillin at the hospital and a week
later they flew home.

How do you manage with
kosher food and chinuch?

Whatever we can make
ourselves, we make ourselves —
bread, cake, challa, etc. We have
milk from the cow. Local Indians
help us. Of course the restaurant
here, Mendy’s, helps us and the
Israeli tourists a lot. My husband
performs sh’chita on chickens and
sometimes goats. We have
vegetables and grains.

There are products that are sent
to us from Eretz Yisroel — tuna,
candy for the children, and diapers.
The shluchim in India try to be
creative with food. We have no list
of ingredients for Pesach because
here the list is so short that we need
such a list year round.

As for chinuch, that’s the main
problem. We have to home-school
our children. My husband teaches
Levi Yitzchok. Until recently, there
was a young man who joined us
with his wife as shliach, and he also
taught Levi Yitzchok. His visa

recently expired and he had to leave.

: “__.,

Pic;ing good aravos for the Dalet minim and Hoshanos

Honoring the Shabbos
with a huge fish

We are urgently seeking a teacher
for Levi Yitzchok. I teach Mushky.
The two of them are usually a pair,
friends with each other.

We try to make life easier for
them, but there is no adequate
solution for the chinuch here. It’s
especially difficult in that we spent a
year in Eretz Yisroel and Levi
Yitzchok went to school there.
When we came back to Dramsala, it

A typical Erev Shabbos with hundreds
of challa rolls on the way to the oven

was very hard for him. But we
manage. How? With the kochos of
the Rebbe.

What do you do in the winter?

In the winter there are few
distractions since the weather
conditions do not allow us to go out
of the house much. We sit near the
fireplace to keep warm. When the
supply of logs is used up, our
Indian workers provide us with
more.

The Israelis who are here in the
winter are few in number. They
don’t have much to do and they stay
with us and learn. Most of the
“winter neshamos” who passed
through here became baalei t’shuva.
We are able to work one-on-one
with them. In the summer season,
on the other hand, between Adar
and Cheshvan, we host hundreds of
people and it’s hard to develop a
personal relationship.

I said goodbye to Michal and
wished her a healthy, productive
winter!

Yechi Adoneinu Moreinu
V’Rabbeinu Melech HaMoshiach
Lolam Va’ed!
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RAV, CHASSID,
MEKUSHAR AND

A TAMIM HIS
WHOLE LIFE

By Avrohom Reinitz

The gaon and Chassid, Rabbi Yitzchok
HaKohen Hendel a”h, who was
appointed by the Rebbe Rayatz as rav of
the Chabad community in Montreal,
and served as Av Beis Din in Montreal,
was a personality the likes of which we
don’t find nowadays: a smart and firm
rav, a sharp and knowledgeable
scholar, an oved Hashem and a man of
truth, a Chassid and mekushar to the
Rebbe MH”M. * We present this
overview of his life to mark his
yahrtzait on 12 Adar. * Part 2

[Continued from last issue] a”h. The Rebbe Rayatz was
DRAWING INSPIRATION personally involved in the
FROM 770 shidduch and he sent a special
delegation to the wedding in
In 1944, Rabbi Yitzchok Montreal of senior Chassidim: R’
Hendel married Sheina Chava
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Shmuel Levitin, R Shlomo
Aharon Kazarnovsky, and R’
Yisroel Jacobson. The Rebbe
MH”M sent a letter for the
engagement and one for the



wedding. (The letters are printed
in the Igros Kodesh.)

In 1945, at the end of the war,
R’ Hendel finally obtained a visa
for the US and arrived at Beis
Chayeinu in Kislev. He had
yechidus with the Rebbe Rayatz,
who asked him how the “avoda”
(i.e., davening with avoda) was.
When R’ Hendel said it was weak,
the Rebbe said: I have
expectations of the talmidim from
Otvotsk. They need to strengthen
the avoda.

Then the Rebbe asked how
long he would be staying and he
said that his plans were to return
to Montreal since there were no
farbrengens (at that time, the
Rebbe Rayatz was seriously ill
and there were no farbrengens).

The Rebbe said: The time has
come to draw inspiration from the
walls of 770.

That Shabbos, he was honored
by Rashag to review a maamer in
770. In yechidus, the Rebbe said:
I heard how you said the maamer
and reviewed it well.

On another visit to the Rebbe,
for Shavuos, the Rebbe invited
him and some other talmidim to
the meal in his home. When they
arrived, the Rebbe began to
farbreng in a very p’nimius’dike
way. When word got out about
the farbrengen and some senior
Chassidim came to join, the
Rebbe changed the style of his
talk. R* Shmuel Levitin asked the
Rebbe to continue farbrenging as
before, but the Rebbe did not.

Rabbi Hendel receiving
a dollar from the Rebbe

I am ready to go
through fire and
water to the point
of mesirus nefesh
in order to fulfill
the Rebbe’s
instruction, but
can I be a rav?
What about all
the avoda and all
the Chassidishe
chinuch?
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In 1947, the Rebbe Rayatz’s
secretaries called Montreal and
said that the Rebbe was calling
Rabbi Hendel, Rabbi Kramer, and

The Rebbe said that secular studies was
far worse than wasting time because it
says explicitly in Tanya that they
spiritually contaminate the Chabad
(i.e., chochma, bina, daas) of the soul!

Rabbi Hendel in his later years
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Rabbi Krakovsky to him for
yechidus. They had no idea what

it was about. When they arrived,
the Rebbe told R’ Yitzchok: The

community of Lubavitchers in
Montreal is growing and you shall
be their rav.

Rabbi Hendel burst into tears,
shaken by the responsibility that
had suddenly fallen upon his
shoulders. After he calmed down
somewhat, he said: I am ready to
go through fire and water to the
point of mesirus nefesh in order
to fulfill the Rebbe’s instruction,
but can I be a rav? What about all
the avoda and all the Chassidishe
chinuch?

The Rebbe said: Despite all the
calculations, you are the rav and
will be the rav.

As the years passed, the
Rebbe’s farsighted vision became
apparent as the entire city was
blessed in so many ways as a
result of an authentic Chassidic
figure like Rabbi Hendel joining
its roster of rabbanim. In the
words of one of the leaders of the
Rabbinical Council in Montreal:
With all due respect to the
rabbanim of the city, each with
his abilities, we all owe the
kashrus and Yiddishkait to the
Kohen Gadol, Rav Hendel.

HIS STRONG
HISKASHRUS TO THE
REBBE MH”M

With the passing of the Rebbe
Rayatz on 10 Shvat 5710, Rav
Hendel was one of the first who
was mekushar to the Rebbe
MH”M, having known him in
Warsaw and Otvotsk. He was one
of those who pleaded with the
Rebbe to accept the Chabad
leadership.

In the early days following Yud
Shvat, Rav Hendel told the Rebbe
that he had found three reasons
that the Chassidim thought the
Rebbe was the Nasi. The first —
just as the Rebbe Rayatz was
appointed by his father, the Rebbe
Rashab, to be the acting director
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of Tomchei T’mimim, the
T’mimim in Poland knew that the
Rebbe Rayatz had given this job
to the Rebbe and the Rebbe had
even started serving in this role
(as mentioned earlier, Rabbi
Hendel was even tested by the
Rebbe in this capacity).

Second — it was said that, after
the passing of the Mitteler Rebbe,
since the Tzemach Tzedek did not
accept the nesius immediately,
there were Chassidim who went
to the Ruzhiner tzaddik for
Shavuos. At the meal, the tzaddik
said that when Hashem appointed
Moshe as the nasi, He told him,
“I will be what I will be.” “I will
be” is numerically equivalent to
21, and 21x21=441, which is the
gematria of Emes, and Emes is an
acronym for “Toras Menachem
Ohr” or “Toras Menachem
Emes.”

After Yom Tov, when they
arrived in Lubavitch, they were
told that that night, the Tzemach
Tzedek had accepted the nesius
and in his maamer, he had
mentioned this idea and had even
said that the first letters spelled
“Emes,” but he did not elaborate.

Rabbi Hendel officiating at a wedding for new immigrants

Since the Rebbe’s name
(Menachem Mendel) is the same
as that of the Tzemach Tzedek,
one could learn from this story
that the same applied to the
Rebbe’s nesius.

Third — just as the Tzemach
Tzedek wrote notes on Likkutei
Torah, the Rebbe had written
notes on maamarim of the Rebbe
Rayatz. Although the Rebbe was
quiet and did not respond, Rabbi
Hendel felt it was important to
have told him what he said.

On Yud Shvat 5711, Rabbi
Hendel was present at the
farbrengen when the Rebbe
accepted the nesius, and
throughout the years he traveled
to the Rebbe frequently. Every
year he went to spend Simchas
Torah with the Rebbe and except
for one year, when a family
reason prevented him from going,
he went every year, even when he
had small children and even when
he was busy with his community.

This custom did not change
after 3 Tamuz, and even in his
final year, when he was nearly 90
years old and was very weak, he
went to spend Simchas Torah

with the Rebbe. Sixty years in a
row! He never held a Purim seuda
in his house but always went to
the Rebbe’s farbrengen in 770.
He never missed a Yud-Alef
Nissan, even though this was an
extremely busy time for him as a
rav.

One year, several young
children in the Chabad
community in Montreal died.
Rabbi Hendel, together with the
mashpia of the community, R’
Peretz Mochkin, went to the
Rebbe and in yechidus, they asked
that mercy be aroused on behalf
of the community. They said they
requested that the Rebbe
shouldn’t be upset with them.

The Rebbe said he is never
upset with Jews, but since, when
a person’s hand hurts, he does
not go and look for problems in
other parts of the body, so too, in
their circumstance. Since this was
associated with mothers and
children, they needed to
strengthen those areas that
pertained to them and then there
would be a double consolation.

The Rebbe spoke to them
about being exceedingly careful
regarding sheitels for women and
chinuch al taharas ha’kodesh.

Right after the yechidus, Rabbi
Hendel began to arrange classes
for learning al taharas ha’kodesh.
In the meantime, he told his son
not to attend the secular studies
in his school until he organized a
class for limudei kodesh. Some
parents said it was preferable that
their children learn secular
studies than having no school at
all. When Rabbi Hendel repeated
this to the Rebbe, the Rebbe said
that secular studies was far worse
than wasting time because it says
explicitly in Tanya that they
spiritually contaminate the
Chabad (i.e., chochma, bina,
daas) of the soul!
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Rav Hendel wrote
a long halachic
treatise to prove
that this mikva,

which was bor al
gabbei bor, was
the most mehudar
mikva. He sent the
article to HaMaor
and after they
refused to print it,
he sent it to the
Rebbe and from
there, it was sent
to HaMaor.
Naturally, after
HaMaor received
it directly from the

Rebbe’s secretary,

they couldn’t
refuse to print it,
and the article
made a great
tumult in the
Torah world.
STRONG BATTLE

FOR MIKVAOS

In 1952, Rav Hendel was
asked to join the Rabbinical
Council in Montreal that serves as
the highest rabbinic authority in
the city for all matters concerning
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kashrus, marriage, and divorce.
Rav Hendel’s energy and strength
gave him a special position on the
council, especially when it came
to kashrus.

He soon grasped the
complicated processes required to
produce food products and he
knew precisely which aspects of
the production process required
careful checking before the
product was given a certificate of
kashrus. Factory owners were
amazed by his expertise in and
familiarity with food production.

Rav Hendel was particularly
expert in the laws of mikvaos and
he did a lot on behalf of the
construction of exemplary
mikvaos according to all details of
the laws, in accordance with the
Rebbe Rashab’s view of “bor al
gabbei bor.”

A distinguished rav, who was
very involved in mikvaos and was
in close contact with the Rebbe,
came to Montreal. For some
reason, something about the
mikva in Montreal was
displeasing to him and he wrote a
letter to the Rebbe about it. Rabbi
Hendel received a phone call from
Rabbi Chadakov, the Rebbe’s
secretary, asking him to look into
the matter and to report back.

Rav Hendel wrote a long
halachic treatise to prove that this
mikva, which was bor al gabbei
bor, was the most mehudar
mikva. He sent the article to
HaMaor and after they refused to
print it, he sent it to the Rebbe
and from there, it was sent to
HaMaor. Naturally, after HaMaor
received it directly from the
Rebbe’s secretary, they couldn’t
refuse to print it, and the article
made a great tumult in the Torah
world.

The Satmar Rebbe z”1 visited
Montreal at this time and Rabbi
Chadakov told Rabbi Hendel: He
is there now and he is known as

an expert on mikvaos. Speak to
him about it.

Rabbi Hendel visited the
Satmar Rebbe and told him the
entire story. The Satmar Rebbe
wanted to see the mikva for
himself, and so they both went to
the mikva and went down to
examine it. The results were
satisfactory and as soon as they
arrived back at where the Satmar
Rebbe was staying, the Satmar
Rebbe wrote a letter to the rav
who had raised questions about
the mikva, telling him that his
fears were groundless. He gave a
copy of the letter to Rav Hendel
and said: Send this to the Rebbe.

Rabbi Hendel was involved in
the construction of mikvaos in
other places, outside of Canada.
Even in his later years, he would
travel great distances in order to
check the kashrus of a mikva.

WHAT IS MEANT BY
“LUBAVITCHER SH’CHITA”?

In the 1950’s, Rabbi Hendel
established Lubavitcher sh’chita
in Montreal. Up until that time,
there had been one Lubavitcher
shochet from whom Lubavitchers
bought their meat. As the Chabad
community grew, Rav Hendel
established a protocol for
producing meat products with
Lubavitcher sh’chita, under the
supervision of the Vaad
HaRabbanim and under his
personal hashgacha.

In his first years in Montreal, a
certain group came to Montreal
that did not want to eat
Lubavitcher sh’chita. They opened
their own slaughterhouse and
spread rumors that said their
sh’chita was kosher and Chabad’s
was not. Rabbi Hendel heard
about this and anonymously
ordered meat from them that
needed nikur (de-veining). As he
suspected, their nikur was not at
all mehudar. He took the meat to
the rabbanim of that group and



showed them what was actually
going on.

One year, it was necessary to
add another shochet and since
there wasn’t a Lubavitcher
shochet, Rabbi Hendel wanted to
include a Chassidishe shochet,
even though he wasn’t a
Lubavitcher. When he had
yechidus with the Rebbe, he
asked about this, and the Rebbe
told him that when people said
that certain meat was Lubavitcher
sh’chita, this meant that the
Lubavitcher Rebbe was
responsible for the sh’chita, and
the Rebbe could only take
responsibility for the sh’chita if
all the shochtim were G-d-
fearing. Being that the Rambam
writes that a yerei Shamayim is
one who contemplates the
greatness of G-d, he had to be a
shochet who learns Chassidus.

Rabbi Hendel asked: What if
the shochet learns Poilishe

Rabbi Hendel (fourth from the right) e
at a gathering of Chabad rabbanim in Crown Heights !

Chassidus (and he mentioned the
names of s’farim that this
shochet learned)? The Rebbe
answered: These s’farim are
good commentaries on the
Torah, but studying them is not
considered meditating on the
greatness of G-d.

Rabbi Hendel was firm about
all rabbinic matters, all the more
so with kashrus. One of the
biggest meat producers in the
Montreal area got into a dispute
with the Vaad HaKashrus of
Montreal and didn’t want to
accede to their stringent
demands. He maintained that he
could get a hechsher from
another rav who was not so
particular.

Rabbi Hendel informed him
that if he did not obey the
instructions of the Vaad
HaKashrus, not only would he
remove the hechsher from him,
but he would also advertise in the

newspapers that it was forbidden
to buy this man’s meat products.
The man persisted in his defiance
and Rabbi Hendel put an ad in
the papers.

It was a very large company
and the issue was taken up by the
media and was publicized on the
radio and television. The factory
owner bragged that he was the
one who established the Vaad in
the city and he would not give in,
but he soon saw that his business
was losing thousands of dollars
and he had no choice but to
follow the stringent demands of
the Vaad.

Rabbi Hendel’s devotion to
kashrus matters was famous. All
the Jewish communities in
Montreal would insist on the
hechsher of the Vaad HaKashrus
even in their summer camps,
including some of the
nonreligious communities. The
mashgichim in these summer
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The Rebbe told
him that when
people said that
certain meat was
Lubavitcher
sh’chita, this
meant that the
Lubavitcher Rebbe
was responsible
for the sh’chita,
and the Rebbe
could only take
responsibility for
the sh’chita if all
the shochtim were
G-d-fearing.
Being that the
Rambam writes
that a yerei
Shamayim is one
who contemplates
the greatness of
G-d, he had to be
a shochet who
learns Chassidus.

camps were bachurim looking for
summer jobs. Every summer,
Rabbi Hendel would go to all the
camps and visit the kitchens to
ensure that they were up to
standard.

Rabbi Hendel received
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numerous instructions from the
Rebbe regarding rabbanus. Many
times the Rebbe sent people to
him with halachic questions.
Rabbi Hendel was a model of a
Chassidic rav and led the way
when it came to disseminating
every takana and instruction of
the Rebbe. His son, Rabbi Yisroel
Yosef, who is a shliach to Eretz
Yisroel, relates that when he first
arrived in Eretz Yisroel, he lived
in the Old City of Tzfas and
learned in Kollel. Since they did
not have specific instructions
from the Rebbe regarding their
shlichus, they didn’t know how to
proceed.

When they began building the
new neighborhood in Tzfas, he
asked the Rebbe whether he
should move there, and was told
not to, for the meantime. He felt
somewhat down, and didn’t know
what the future held. Just at this
time, his father came to visit.
When his father heard of his
circumstances, he told them with
Chassidic firmness: The Rebbe
does not remain a debtor. If he
sent you here, he will certainly
make sure that things work out
well for you.

This was said with such
assurance that they felt renewed
strength. A few days passed and
R’ Mendel Futerfas came to them
with the suggestion that they
move to the new yeshiva that had
opened in Migdal HaEmek. The
Rebbe approved of this idea and
today, Rabbi Yisroel Yosef Hendel
is the rav of the Chabad
community there and a member
of the staff of the yeshiva g’dola.

STRENGTHENING
ANASH WITH FAITH IN
WHAT THE REBBE SAID

When the Rebbe announced
the B’suras HaGeula, Rabbi
Hendel was one of the rabbanim

who publicized it to the world.
After 3 Tamuz, he encouraged
Anash around the world to stand
strong and continue to spread the
B’suras HaGeula, and their faith
that the Rebbe MH”M will
redeem us immediately, and to
continue proclaiming “Yechi.” He
was one of the first rabbanim who
signed the p’sak din that the
Rebbe should be revealed as
Moshiach.

In an interview that Rabbi
Hendel gave Beis Moshiach years
ago, he said that under these dark
circumstances, we need to search
within the Rebbe’s sichos to find
the path out of this harsh galus
and to remove that which
conceals the Rebbe from us. “The
Rebbe told us everything,” he said
and he explained this as follows:

In the sicha of 2 Nissan 5748,
the Rebbe said that the people of
the generation can increase the
Nasi’s life by proclaiming, “Yechi
HaMelech.” As the Rebbe put it,
“There needs to be an essential
increase in the inyan of life (also)
by action taken by the people who
proclaim ‘Yechi HaMelech.” This
proclamation signifies that the
time has already come for “arise
and sing those who dwell in the
dust” — the Rebbe, my father-in-
law, Nasi Doreinu, until arise and
sing Dovid Malka Meshicha!”

When you examine these
awesome words, some of which
were handwritten by the Rebbe,
which say that each of us can
increase the life of the Nasi, every
Chassid who yearns to see the
Rebbe tries to strengthen this
inyan of proclaiming “Yechi
HaMelech,” which is the way to
remove the terrible concealment.
It is this which hastens the
moment when will see the Rebbe
again.

Proclaiming “Yechi” is not
something Chassidim invented. As
I said earlier, this proclamation is



based on a sicha of the Rebbe of
2 Nissan 5748. In it, the Rebbe
clearly says that this inyan is
practical, “Action is the main
thing — we need to complete ‘our
deeds and our avoda,’ including

video, and that is how the
Chassidim at the time understood
it, and nobody understood it in
any other way.

Obviously, we need to treat
this proclamation with the utmost

masai,” and the proclamation of
“Yechi HaMelech’ Dovid Malka
Meshicha — with the greatest of
speed which is associated with joy
and chayus.” As soon as the sicha
was over, they proclaimed “Yechi

the request and demand of ‘ad

HaMelech” as you can hear in the

WHY DID THE RAV ARRANGE A GET
THE NIGHT OF B’DIKAS CHAMETZ?

Rabbi Yisroel Yosef Hendel relates:

Before I got married, I wanted to do shimush for dayanus (practical
training to serve as a dayan). When I arrived home Erev Pesach, my
father told me that he had an urgent matter to take care of concerning
a divorce and this was the time to come and observe the goings-on.

It was the night of b’dikas chametz and even though we don’t
generally write gittin at night, this was an urgent situation. Someone,
whose wife was a convert, discovered that his wife was in touch with a
young gentile that she knew from before her conversion. She wanted to
flee with her children and go with that goy and raise her children as
Christians.

As soon as her husband discovered this, he wanted to divorce his
wife before it would be too late. Due to the urgency of the matter, they
held an emergency meeting at the beis din at night. In the meantime,
the husband ordered tickets for himself and his children for another
country, the idea being to delay the wife in the beis din proceedings so
that he could leave.

The husband came with his wife. My father instructed him to
appoint dayanim as his emissaries to write the get and give it, and then
he told his wife that he had to leave for a while to buy some things he
needed for Pesach. The dayanim told the wife to wait there until she
received her divorce.

The husband rushed home, took the children, took the phone off
the hook so that if his wife called she would get a busy signal, and left.
At the beis din, the dayanim stalled. The scribe purposely erred in
writing the get and had to start over again. I too, as one of the
witnesses, had to practice a lot in order to be able to write my name in
Ashuri script and in the meantime, we got word that the husband had
left the country with the children.

The woman was very tense. She tried to call home but got a busy
signal. She called a neighbor, who went to her house and told her that
her husband wasn’t home and neither were the children. We managed,
with difficulty, to calm her down and keep her there until the end of the
divorce proceedings.

Afterwards, when she realized that her husband had left with the
help of the beis din, she sued my father in court, claiming he had
helped her husband kidnap the children. The judge asked my father
whether he knew where her husband was and my father, who did not
know, said there was only One Who knew everything, and that was
G-d. The judge ultimately accepted what my father said and
exonerated him.

seriousness, at least as much as
we do any inyan that the Rebbe
speaks about in his sichos, as
something that must actually be
done.

In the interview, Rabbi Hendel
also referred to those who
maintain that the inyan of “Yechi”
ought to be expressed in a more
p’nimius’dike way and not as a
proclamation: A Chassid who lives
with the inyan and its importance,
knows good and well that the
form this proclamation needs to
take is precisely the form the
Rebbe implanted in us! In other
words, when the Rebbe said
explicitly that the inyan of
“proclaiming” effects an increase
in the king’s life, this meant that
it wasn’t only a matter of a
feeling or something to think
about, but a proclamation, to
verbalize it as an announcement!
Naturally, like all things, it needs
to be done in a p’nimius’dike way
too, but that certainly does not
negate the advantage and need to
proclaim it.

Rabbi Hendel’s health was
waning in recent years but he
continued to lead his flock with
great devotion until his final day
and he continued to visit 770,
thus being a role model for
Chabad Chassidim worldwide,
showing that in these final
moments of galus, we need to be
mekushar to the Rebbe in all
details, including traveling to him.

Rabbi Hendel merited that all
his children and most of his
grandchildren serve as shluchim
and are involved in avodas

ha’kodesh.
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ENJOYING THE
ROGATCHOVER’S TEACHINGS

As we approach 11 Adar, 72nd
anniversary of the passing of the
Rogatchover Gaon, the Torah giant
and chassid Rabbi Yosef Rosin, of
sainted memory, the Torah world
has been privileged by the
publication of one of the most
outstanding works ever on his
teachings. This new volume, Rozin
D’Oraiso, includes 200 topics from
the Gaon’s Torah works, together
with explanations by the Rebbe,
Melech HaMoshiach. The entries,
arranged in alphabetical order,
encompass the widest range of
Torah subjects.

This unique work was co-
authored by two distinguished Torah
scholars: Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Tanenbaum, an expert on the
Rogatchover Gaon’s teachings
involved for many years in
publication of his works, and Rabbi
Sagiv Amit, a Torah scholar and
author of profound Torah works,
who delves into each of the topics,
explaining it in a manner suitable for
every level of readership.

The new work is published by
the Institute for Rabbinics,
Dayanus and Training of Yeshiva
Educators-Beis Moshiach 770 in
Beitar lllit, established by R. D’niel
HaLeivi Goldberg. The Institute’s
Rosh HaKollel is the renowned
scholar Rabbi Yisroel Schwartz, Av
Beis Din of Tel Tziyon.

The authors claim that the new
book will spark a revolution in the
Torah world and its yeshivos!

What is the book’s unique
innovation in the field of the
Rogatchover’s teachings?

Rabbi Schwartz: “As is well

known, the Rogatchover wrote his
works with extreme brevity, as
concise references and ‘hints,” so
that anyone who isn’t an
outstandingly erudite Torah scholar
can’t understand what he writes.
Our Institute has published this
work, which ‘decodes’ the Gaon’s
words through topics that deal with
literally every area of the Torah. In
the entries are encapsulated the
main innovative insights of the
Gaon’s Torah teachings, and the
authors expand on them so that
everyone can understand them, even
someone who is not a Torah
scholar.”

Is the innovation here also in
the Rebbe’s explanation of the
Gaon’s teachings?

“Yes. And that’s no less
important than the topics from the
Gaon’s teachings. Unfortunately,
most people, even Lubavitchers,
don’t appreciate the Rebbe’s vast,
phenomenal Torah genius and total
grasp of all the most difficult
concepts with the most amazing
brilliance. Therefore, this work
Rozin D’Oraiso represents a
tremendous revolution in that
direction, too. Whoever studies the
Rogatchover’s teachings together
with the Rebbe’s explanations gains
greatly in understanding the Gaon’s
ideas, although the Rebbe
occasionally disagrees with him.”

Why did the Institute decide to
publish the book?

“The Institute has been
established, with literal mesiras
nefesh, by R. D’niel HaLeivi
Goldberg. Besides the purpose of
preparing educators, Rabbanim and

Dayanim, his aim is to synthesize
Nigleh with Chassidus in order to
speed the revelation of Moshiach.
What can be better than taking the
teachings of the Rogatchover and
the Rebbe together, and publishing
them in a manner that spreads the
Torah out before us? The Rebbe
says that revealing the Rogatchover’s
Torah teachings is part of the
ultimate Geula. Therefore Machon
Beis Moshiach 770 has accepted the
task of publishing this work. I have
no doubt it will give the Rebbe great
satisfaction.”

Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Tanenbaum sees the book’s
uniqueness in the fact that “it
emphasizes the strong, inseparable
bond between the Rebbe and the
Rogatchover, for the Rebbe is our
generation’s greatest expositor of
the Rogatchover’s Torah teachings.
This work clarifies, explains and
‘decodes’ the Gaon’s Torah concepts
in an amazing manner that has
never been done before, especially as
it is also enriched by the Rebbe’s
insights, so that the Rogatchover’s
concepts and Torah teachings gain
an entirely new perspective.”

Can you give us a tiny sampling
of topics dealt with in the book?

“Of the book’s 200 topics, the
Rebbe bases most of his
explanations on the Gaon’s
concepts, expanding on them and
delving deeply into them.
Occasionally, however, the Rebbe
explains the words of the Gemara,
Rambam or any other passage by
our Sages in a different manner
than the Rogatchover does.

“Sometimes the Rebbe partially
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disagrees with the Gaon’s
arguments but accepts them in part.
In very rare cases, the Rebbe
disagrees with him [totally] and
explains the Gemara passage and
resulting Halachic outcome
differently.

“An interesting example [of the
book’s topics] is how the
Rogatchover reveals that when the
Rambam, in the laws of Avoda Zara
(12:6), rules on the size of the peios
that should be left, his ruling is
actually based on Kabbala! Another
example is the Rogatchover’s ruling
that every Jew’s connection with
Eretz Yisroel is based both on
‘inheritance’ and on its being a
Divine ‘gift.’

“The book also has a number of
topics connected with subjects of
Moshiach — the Melech
HaMoshiach, Beis HaMikdash and
korbanos.

“For example, the Rogatchover
says that the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdash was not a one-time
event but a ‘continuous process’: As
long as Moshiach has not been
revealed and the Beis HaMikdash
has not actually been rebuilt, the
process of destruction continues
anew. The Rebbe spoke on this with
heartfelt feeling, in the renowned
sicha of ‘Ker a velt haint!” [‘Turn
over the world today!’], which was
based on this concept from the
Rogatchover.

“Indeed, whoever studies this
book is privileged to catch a glimpse
of the Rogatchover’s genius and his
unique approach to Torah study,
and also a glimpse into the Rebbe’s
superlative and unique explanations
— all presented with a ‘royal’
expansiveness.

“I have no doubt that this book
will bring many Jews closer to
studying the Rogatchover’s Torah
works and to delving into the Torah
teachings of the Rebbe MH”M.”

Were you privileged to receive
the Rebbe MH”M’s encouragement
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for your continuous involvement in
the Rogatchover’s Torah works?

“The Rebbe did direct me to be
involved as much as possible in the
Gaon’s Torah teachings. Once,
when I passed through to receive a
dollar from the Rebbe, Rabbi
Groner mentioned to him that I was
employed at the Machon Torah
Shleima and was working on the
Rogatchover’s Torah works. The
Rebbe commented: ‘It’s known —
and | don’t know if people pay
attention to this — that the
Rogatchover was fast in studying,
fast in writing, fast in speaking, even
in eating. You should publish his
book fast [too].’

“At the time | was editing and
‘decoding’ for publication the
Gaon’s manuscript of Tzafnas
Paneiach on masechta Brachos, both
in Talmud Bavli and Talmud
Yerushalmi. In accordance with the
Rebbe’s directive, I made a supreme
effort to speed up completion of the
work on Brachos. But 1 did not
succeed. Machon Torah Shleima in
Jerusalem was going through a
difficult period, and the work’s
completion was delayed and has
never been finished.

“I have been privileged to publish
a number of the Rogatchover’s
Torah works, and thank G-d, I am
continuing the holy work. G-d
willing, several works will soon be
published, some of them from his
manuscripts.”

Rabbi Sagiv Amit comments:
“For a work like this, we should say
the blessing ‘SheHechiyanu’ — to
thank Hashem that He ‘has given us
life, and kept us in existence, and
brought us to this time.” This book
brings me around full circle. Twenty
years ago, when I traveled to the
Rebbe for the first time, I was
privileged to bring the Rebbe Rabbi
Tanenbaum’s book about the
Rogatchover’s approach to Torah
study. The Rebbe’s response was
very encouraging. The present book,

Rozin D’Oraiso, presents the Gaon’s
Torah teachings in a completely new
light, especially as it is combined
with the Rebbe’s Torah insights.

“The Rebbe doesn’t just quote
the Rogatchover and leave it at that.
From every concept of the Gaon, the
Rebbe makes a sumptuous feast.
This synthesis can truly be
considered a new presentation of
Torah, and certainly constitutes the
great revolution that this work
accomplishes.

“Even the index is revolutionary.
For the first time you can see what
are the Rebbe’s innovative insights
into the Rogatchover’s concepts,
where the Rebbe agrees with him
and where he disagrees, how the
Gaon defines various Torah
concepts and how the Rebbe
enriches it with his own deep
perspective, often adding an insight
based on Chabad Chassidic
philosophy. All this illustrates the
Rebbe’s great conceptual richness.

“The work itself is a true delight,
especially for yeshiva students and
graduates and more advanced
scholars. You can study a concept as
propounded by the Rogatchover
together with the Rebbe’s
exposition, then repeat it when
visiting other yeshivos and at
farbrengens and elsewhere.

“A Litvisher young scholar from
Beit Shemesh told me that ever
since the publication many years ago
of ‘M’faneiach Tz funos,” Rabbi
Mendel Kasher’s work on the
Rogatchover’s Torah teachings,
there has never been such a
remarkable work on the Gaon’s
Torah.

“As Lubavitcher Chassidim, we
should realize how important it is to
spread the Rebbe’s Torah teachings
everywhere, especially in Nigleh,
particularly now that it has become
so accessible and digestible, so that
there’s nothing left to do but to
enjoy it!”





