
















commemorated in the
kindergarten. Even the dolls in the
toy corner are utilized to illustrate
stories from the lives of our
Rebbeim.”

Isn’t that being a bit radical?
“There are non-Chabad parents

who are quite happy and satisfied.
Once they made a film about the
kindergarten, and at their own
initiative, they expressed their
great pleasure with the program.
They tell about how special the
Shabbos table is when the children
sing the niggunim, recite the
p’sukim, and say ‘Yechi,’ etc.”

Yet, in all honesty, aren’t there
parents who remove their
children from the kindergarten as
a result?

“Parents check out the
kindergarten properly before they
register their child. I am also
unaware of any parents who from
the outset refrained from sending
us their children. There are many
parents who are very ‘anti-,’ yet
they don’t keep their children out.”

Such parents surely reason
that when their children grow up,
they’ll “get into balance” on their

own, and the parents will give
them what they believe in…

“I don’t agree with the premise
that things will change ‘when they
grow up,’ because that which is
given to a child at the moment that
he begins to understand is what
remains with him for the rest of his
life. This is the first and most basic
look with which he sets out in life,
and it’s virtually impossible to
alter. If the Rebbe’s picture
represents Moshiach in his eyes,
and the entire central concept
around which his life revolves is
the Beis HaMikdash, etc., he will
never depart from it. It remains at
the foundation of his essence.”

Rabbi Gershon Shnur, the
Rebbe’s shliach in Ganei Tikva,
where there are three Chabad
kindergartens, agrees that the
influence is in everything, even in
the most minor details: “In
Chabad, we have a quite
systematic doctrine in the field of
education. Virtually no other
group possesses a set of guidelines
that is so orderly and deep-rooted.
We have an opportunity to
implement our principles before

the general public through the
educational institutions.

“One of the participants at the
Moshiach’s Seuda that we
conducted in Ganei Tikva was a
head in the ‘Mizrachi’ community,
whose daughter learned in our
kindergarten. He told us that his
daughter comes home with the
whole environment of the Chabad
kindergarten, the Rebbe, etc. One
of the things that really aroused his
excitement was the fact that in all
the other kindergartens, the
children sing at the end of their
mid-morning meal, ‘We ate, we are
satisfied, the food was delicious,
now let’s all bless…,’ whereas in
Chabad kindergarten, the children
sing, ‘We ate, we are satisfied, in
order to be healthy and that we
should have strength to do good
deeds.’ What arouses our
excitement is the fact that even
something so small and familiar
receives a different and far deeper
meaning in Chabad
kindergarten…”

[To be continued b’ezras Hashem]
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