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THANKS TO A BOOK
ABOUT THE REBBE

Rabbi Chanan Kochonovsky,
shliach in Rishon L’Tziyon, is
known for the brissin and chuppos

he makes and for his huge shul
Chabad house that is frequented
by hundreds of people every day,
and of course, Shabbos and Yom
Tov. He relates:

“One day, a young Russian
woman asked for my help in her
conversion. Due to my years of
experience and disappointments
with converts, and in accordance
with what halacha advises, I
pushed her off a few times.
However, she was serious and she
kept coming back to me. I finally
invited her to a Shabbos meal, in
the course of which she asked
whether we had a book about
Judaism in Russian. 

“The only book that I had at
home in Russian was a thick book
about the Lubavitcher Rebbe, his
approach to Chassidus, hafatza,
etc. I loaned her the book. She
came back to me a few days later
and said, ‘I read the book and
now I am determined to convert
according to halacha and I want to
be a Chabadnik, a Chassida of the
Rebbe who is the subject of this
book.’

“The woman went through the
process and converted. She got
married and established a
Chassidishe home in Canada.”

Another story happened with
Mrs. Kochonovsky. She had a
childhood friend who she had
gone to school with but had
abandoned Torah and mitzvos.
She heard that this friend lived in
Zichron Yaakov and when the
Kochonovsky family went to
Zichron Yaakov, she looked up her
friend’s number and invited her to
visit with her at the hotel. 

They talked about this and that
and then Mrs. Kochonovsky gave
her friend a gift, a booklet with
Kiddush for Shabbos and Yom
Tov, with a dedication to her
friend written in it.

Three years later, the friend
called her up, out of the blue, and
said that a few months earlier she
had been cleaning out a closet and
had found the Kiddush booklet.
She read and reread the warm
dedication, flipped through the
pages and decided that she and
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her family would do t’shuva!
Said the friend, “From that

week on we began to keep
Shabbos, to make Kiddush, daven,
go to shul, and dress as religious
Jews do. Our entire lifestyle
changed for the good, all thanks
to the booklet you gave me.”

THANKS TO 
A SET OF RAMBAM

I heard the following story
from R’ Noam Dekel, shliach in
Yaknaam:

Twenty years ago we celebrated
our first Siyum HaRambam. We
invited rabbanim, had it catered,
hired a band, and we ordered
some sets of Rambam so that
anyone interested in learning three
chapters a day could immediately
buy a set and begin learning.

The Siyum was a great success
and at its conclusion, people
bought sets of Rambam. I noticed
a man from the yishuv looking at
the s’farim that were being sold. I
asked him whether I could be of
help and he said that he wanted to
buy a set of Rambam but he didn’t
have the money on him. I told him
to take a set and pay me when he
was able to.

It was only later that I found
out what an impression this made
on him. He went home and told
his family, “Now I see where the
truth lies. They, the Chabadnikim,
don’t only think about how to
profit. They truly think about
people and how to help them.”

This man became closer and
closer to the Rebbe and to Chabad
and all his children learned or
presently learn in Chabad. One
daughter is married and she went
on shlichus. It was all thanks to
the graciousness of the shliach
and a set of Rambam.

PERSONAL CODE 
A Yud Shvat farbrengen took

place in Teveria which was the
joint effort of the shliach, R’
Reuven Gol and the talmidei
ha’yeshiva learning in that city. R’
Eliyahu Kaye, a lecturer at Ascent,
was invited as the guest speaker.
He is an expert at finding your
personal code in the Torah
according to your date of birth,
your name, and the parsha of the
week you were born.

At the farbrengen, one of the
participants, a talmid of R’ Gol,
volunteered his birthday so that R’
Kaye could find his code. It was,
R’ Gol relates, an amazing scene.
R’ Kaye opened his personal
computer to the parsha of the
week that the volunteer had been
born in. The crowd could see it on
a large screen. Within a few
seconds the computer found his
name, Avshalom, at 160 letter
skips.

R’ Kaye explained, according to
Chassidus, Avshalom’s character
traits, and the participants, who
knew him, were amazed by the
accuracy of his statements.

BOOK OF HAFTOROS
FROM THE BABA SALI
Quite possibly many of our

Chassidishe readers are unfamiliar
with the book of Haftoros written
on parchment that is made like a
Sefardic Torah scroll. It is placed
in a round and decorated holder
and put in the Aron Kodesh next
to the other Sifrei Torah. Even if
you are not familiar with it, this
exists in hundreds (maybe
thousands) of shuls in Eretz
Yisroel and the world, including
some Chabad shuls and Chabad
houses.

Every Shabbos, a boy who is
almost bar mitzva is given the
honor of carrying the book of
Haftoros to the bima and they
read the Haftora from it.

I heard the following story
from R’ Tzemach Avrohom,

shliach and rav of yishuv Yinov
and the outlying yishuvim of the
Tenuvos regional council:

At our yishuv there is a
Sefardic shul. I am the rav of the
shul and I give shiurim in
Chassidus, hold farbrengens, and
host children’s rallies. We had a
seuda for the yahrtzait of Baba
Sali and I told the people about
the special connection between the
Rebbe and Baba Sali, about their
correspondence and relationship.

In the middle of the seuda I
noticed that one of the regulars
was not present. When I called
him I found out that he had gone
to the main yahrtzait celebration
for Baba Sali in Netivot. He said
he couldn’t talk at length but he
would return to Yinov with a
surprise.

On Shabbos, this man came to
shul with a beautiful book of
Haftoros, a big smile, and an
interesting story.

“Over there at the hilula, there
was a public sale of Judaica to
raise money for the mosdos of
Baba Sali. The amounts of money
were in the thousands and tens of
thousands of shekels. I bought the
‘key to parnasa’ for 12,000 shekel.
It’s a big golden key, a key to
parnasa, bracha and hatzlacha.
When I went to get the key from
the person in charge, I was told
that there had been a mistake and
the key had already been sold and
given to someone else. 

I raised a hue and cry and they
referred me to the wife of Baba
Sali herself. She brought me to
the room where the holy items
were spread out and she said I
could choose what I liked. There
were candlesticks, pictures, bottles
and one book of Haftoros. I said
to myself: That would be just right
for our shul.

R’ Tzemach Avrohom
concluded, “See? We made a
seuda in honor of Baba Sali and
so he sent us a gift for our shul.”
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Rabbi Shimon Nosson Nota
Biederman zt”l, the Lelover Rebbe in
B’nei Brak, passed away suddenly
shortly after Kol Nidrei this year.
The weakness that caused him to
arrive forty minutes late for
davening increased after he retired
to his room at the conclusion of the
t’filla. He collapsed and was taken to
the hospital, where he passed away.

R’ Shimon Nosson Nota was the
second son of R’ Moshe Mordechai
of Lelov zt”l, who was known as a
miracle worker and a great tzaddik.
After the passing of R’ Moshe
Mordechai, his three sons served as
Rebbes. The oldest, R’ Avrohom
Shlomo zt”l, served as Rebbe in
Yerushalayim and passed away on
16 Shevat, 5760. R’ Alter Elozor
Menachem Mendel zt”l served as

Rebbe in B’nei Brak and passed
away in 5761. 

The Lelover Rebbe, R’ Shimon
Nosson Nota, led his Chassidim in
simplicity, modesty, chassidus and
prishus. He had excellent ties with
the Lubavitcher Rebbe and Chabad
Chassidim. For fifteen years he lived
in Crown Heights and every
Shabbos Mevarchim he would recite
T’hillim in the Rebbe’s minyan. He
participated in farbrengens and had
yechidus, including the famous
yechidus with the children of the
previous Lelover Rebbe in 5745.

Rabbi Ben-Tzion Grossman, a
well-known Lelover Chassid, relates,
“The Rebbe treated him with great
respect. R’ Leibel Groner told me
several times that the Rebbe was
especially fond of him. During the

times that his financial state was
poor, the Rebbe made sure he wasn’t
lacking.”

Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok
Biederman, shliach in Vienna,
describes his uncle, the Lelover
Rebbe:

“My father would always say
about his brother R’ Shimon that
from his childhood he was an oved
Elokim. He worked on himself with
tremendous efforts. He was very
diligent, learning entire nights, and
his quiet, introverted nature did not
hold him back from being
outstanding in his caring for others.
He also put a lot into his avodas
ha’t’filla. For decades he would say
the entire T’hillim daily. He was
extremely punctilious in everything
and it was all done with simplicity
and modesty.

“He lived quietly in Crown
Heights for fifteen years, absorbed
in learning and davening. You can
say that the Rebbe adopted him. The
Rebbe treated him like his son,
making sure that Merkos L’Inyonei
Chinuch obtained the proper papers
for him to live in the US. R’ Leibel
Groner was his neighbor and the
Rebbe would ask R’ Groner what R’
Biederman needed.

“Although he was a masmid by
nature and every disturbance to his
learning wasn’t easy for him, and
despite the poverty in which he lived,
he still had an open house for
meshulachim from Eretz Yisroel. He
welcomed them warmly and
provided for their needs. He would
sometimes prepare their food for
them and occasionally even
accompanied them as they knocked
on doors.

“In his youth he learned for a
while in Tomchei T’mimim in Tel
Aviv. If my memory serves me well,
my father told me that their
melamed was R’ Refael (Folye) Kahn
a”h and that R’ Shimon appears in
the Seifer HaT’mimim.

“He had very special kiruvim
from the Rebbe, even in more recent
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years when he did not live in Crown
Heights.

“In 5745, he and his brother R’
Alter had yechidus with the Rebbe
on shlichus of their father, my
grandfather. Part of the yechidus
was with their entourage and the
content was already printed; there is
an edited record of it. But after that
they remained for another 50
minutes or so alone. At the time, my
uncle told me that the Rebbe asked
them to tell their father, my
grandfather R’ Moshe Mordechai,
whose health was very poor at the
time, that since he had influence in
Ger and Belz, he should intervene
with these two Chassidic groups for
there was tension between them.

“Unfortunately, this did not
happen since when they returned to
Eretz Yisroel, my grandfather was
already extremely weak and they
couldn’t even tell him about the
Rebbe’s request.

“At that yechidus there was
something that was said that is
clearer to me now in hindsight.
(This is also in print but it is clearer
on tape). It seems R’ Shimon was
trying to get the Rebbe’s agreement
that Tzfas is a City of Refuge. The
Rebbe said it is not mentioned in the
Torah as a City of Refuge but R’
Shimon maintained his position and
can be heard whispering his
insistence and then the Rebbe says –
“unless Tzfas will be one of the 42
cities of the Levites that will also
serve as refuge” … (Indeed,
something like this is written in
Chesed L’Avrohom from a student of
the Ari, that Tzfas will be a City of
Refuge in the future). 

“Now I understand that this was
a personal matter for him. He
always preferred to stay in Tzfas for
he felt good there, physically and
spiritually. He once said he felt that
his neshama belonged in Tzfas.

“When my father was
hospitalized in 5752 he would listen
to tapes of the Rebbe. One time, his
brother R’ Shimon came to visit him

while I was there. On the tape we
heard the Rebbe saying that
‘Moshiach is already here and you
just need to open your eyes and to
prepare for his coming.’ One of the
people present in the room said in a
defensive tone, ‘The Rebbe is not
referring to himself but to the idea in
general.’ R’ Shimon listened to the
tape again and again and then he
said a brief statement in his low-key
but firm way, ‘He is referring to
himself. If only … They just
shouldn’t interfere with him …’

“He was a talmid Chacham,
diligent in his learning and deep. At
a certain point he served as Rosh
Yeshiva. He authored a halachic
work Har HaBashan on the
Rambam. It became tremendously
popular among Torah scholars, and I
was surprised that he didn’t publish
more of his chiddushim. When I
asked my father about this, he said
that although my grandfather had
given him an approbation for the
first book, at a later point their
father cited to him an aphorism of
the first Lelover Rebbe, R’ Dovid, on
the verse, ‘In my heart I hid Your
words…’ He understood from this
not to publish more.

“A few years ago he called me to
ask about a certain bachur in Europe
regarding a shidduch that a family in
New York had spoken to him about.

He took the time to make the
inquiries and that’s when I realized
how his avoda had changed. Instead
of being immersed in his spiritual
world, he had become completely
devoted to others and their needs.
Till today I am amazed that an
introvert like him agreed to accept a
leadership position. This alone is
grounds for me to consider him a
model of a real oved Elokim who
worked to change his nature for the
sake of Hashem and His people
Israel.”

***
The Lelover Rebbe did chesed all

his life. He did things quietly, saying
the entire T’hillim without fail every
day, for forty years. He gave a lot of
tz’daka and excelled in Hachnasas
Orchim.

About a decade ago, he was
visited by a delegation of Chabad
Chassidim, including Rabbi Moshe
Yaakov Weiss, Rosh Av Beis Din in
Neve Achiezer, and Rabbi Yitzchok
Lifsh of Tzfas. After they showed
him the Rebbe’s sicha of Parshas
Mishpatim, 5751, that we already
have the appointment of “Dovid My
servant,” and what is lacking is
“kabbalas ha’malchus,” he signed on
the Kabbalas HaMalchus.

Last 3 Tammuz he attended a
farbrengen in honor of the Rebbe
that took place in Tzfas.

The Lelover Rebbe visiting the Chabad yeshiva in Tzfas last year
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Everybody wants to live a long,
healthy life, certainly Jews whose
lives are full of Torah and mitzvos
and serving Hashem. Every
moment is precious as he builds a
“dira ba’tachtonim” for Hashem
and gives Him nachas.

Our most precious resource is
life. Nothing else compares, and
people are willing to give anything
for a good, long life.

Of course, the lives of our holy
Avos, whose every moment
affected all their descendents for
generations to come, were
especially important. The Torah
tells us how long each one lived.
Avrohom lived till 175, Yitzchok to
180 and Yaakov to 147. The Torah
also tells us that Sarah lived till
127.

Their longevity was unusual,
even for those times. When
Avrohom was 100 and Sarah was
90 they are called “z’keinim ba’im
ba’yamim” (old) and yet, they
continued to live even longer –
Avrohom for another 75 years and
Sarah for another 37 years.

Yitzchok, when he was 123, said
“behold I am old,” and then he
lived another 57 years.

Although every moment of life
is a blessing for which we ought to
thank Hashem, when there is long
life even after reaching old age this
is a special, supernatural bracha.

AGE OF THE PARENTS
People throughout the

generations want to know how
long they will live. Even Dovid
HaMelech, in T’hillim 39:5, asks
Hashem, “Make known to me,
Hashem, my end, and the measure
of my days – what it is.”

Chazal gave some signs by
which we can reckon how long we
will live, and one of them,
mentioned in Rashi in this parsha,
is the number of years your
parents lived. “Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Korcha said, if a person reaches
the age of his parents he should
worry five years before and five
years afterwards.” Chazal learned
this from Yitzchok’s statement at

age 123, “I don’t know the day of
my death.” The reason –it was five
years before the age his mother
Sarah had died. “He said, perhaps
it will be the age of my mother,
and she was 127 when she died. I
am five years younger than that.”

What connection is there
between a parent’s lifespan and
that of their children?

There is the physiological
reason, that since we get our genes
from our parents, it makes sense to
say that the length of the parents’
life is an indication of what their
children’s lifespan will be.

But a Jew knows that life and
death are not a result of strength
or weakness of the body as
transmitted by DNA. It is Hashem
who decides how long we shall
live. He gave each of us a life’s
mission and the ability to do it. A
person’s lifespan is based on the
mission and the abilities given to
carry it out. 

According to this, the sign that
Chazal gave linking the lifespan of
children to that of their parents
indicates that there is a deep
connection between parents and
their children and their respective
missions and abilities. The Arizal
teaches that the souls of children
are connected to the souls of the
parents like a branch of a tree
which grows and gets its
nourishment from the root in the
earth. Consequently, there is a
similarity between their lifespans.

WHAT IS CONSIDERED
THE END OF LIFE?

When someone seems about to
die because of their advanced age
and poor health and they
miraculously live additional years,
the question is how should their
children look at their age – as they
would have lived in a natural
manner or according to how long
they actually lived?

A similar question can be asked

3 Kislev 5770 BE IS MOSHIACH36

thought

Why should a person begin to worry
when he’s five years away from the age
of his parents’ passing? Do the parents’
lifespans affect those of their children?
* A fascinating look at the parsha from
the perspective of Chazal, Kabbala and
Chabad Chassidus.

ETERNAL LIFE
By Rabbi Yosef Karasik
District Rav Bat Chefer – Emek Chefer
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in reverse. If a person who under
normal circumstances had the
ability to live for many more years
was suddenly killed in an accident,
does his child need to be worried
when he reaches this parent’s age
even though he did not die a
natural death?

The Rebbe answers the
question by closely examining what
Yitzchok said:

When Yitzchok was 123 years
old, he was afraid he would die
since this was five years before the
age that his mother, Sarah, died.
Yitzchok’s concern is surprising,
for where is his trust in Hashem?
Hashem Himself blessed him
(25:11), so shouldn’t he expect to
live a long life?

From this we learn that it’s not
the actual age that the parents died
that matters but the age they
would have died under natural
circumstances. Since at age 90,
Sarah was already considered old,
that was the age to be concerned
about, not the age that she actually
died, 37 years later. That extension
was supernatural and the result of
a blessing from Hashem. Thus
Yitzchok’s apprehension is not a
contradiction to his trust in
Hashem’s bracha, since this was
many years after the age of 90, the
first milestone considered close to
the death of one of his parents.

This answers the second
question, whether to be concerned
about the age a parent dies, when
they would have, under normal
circumstances, lived longer.

Yitzchok’s fear of dying at age
123 was, as we said, five years
before his mother died. She
apparently would have lived even
longer but she died because of the
news about the Akeida. From this
we see that Yitzchok held that
since she died at 127 years of age,
it was a sign for him to start
worrying even though she
ordinarily could have lived longer.

From here we see that one

should be concerned when
reaching within five years of a
parent’s actual age at death and
not the number they may have
lived.

(We see another proof from
Yitzchok who died at 180, five
years within his father Avrohom’s
death at 175. Avrohom was
supposed to live to 180 and it was
only to spare him the anguish of
seeing his grandson Eisav
becoming a rasha that he died five
years early. From this we learn that
we count the actual life span and
not the life they may have lived.
Since Avrohom lived 175 years and
not 180, Yitzchok in fact died five
years after his father actually died
and not when he could have died).

YITZCHOK – 
THE TRAIT OF G’VURA
The Rebbe adds that the two

issues stated about the age at
death: 1) calculating it based on
what would be the natural age at
death even if they lived a longer
life, 2) calculating it based on the
actual age at death even if it was a
result of an accident and
otherwise, they would have lived
longer – are only from the
perspective of Yitzchok, who was
called “pachad Yitzchok” (fear of
Yitzchok), the midda of g’vura. He
looked at everything from the
aspect of g’vura.

However, from the aspect of
chesed you can say the opposite:
1) the parents’ actual age at death
should be considered, even if they
lived a long life as a result of a
miracle, 2) in the event of an early

death as a result of an accident,
one should not consider that age
because under normal
circumstances they would have
lived longer.

Furthermore, someone whose
parents died at a young age does
not have to be concerned and live
in dread, but should trust in
Hashem that He will grant him a
long life. Hashem desires to do
good and He is the source of life.
Surely He will grant every Jew
“length of days and good years.”

Fear when approaching the age
of a parent is exclusive to someone
on the level of Yitzchok. From the
aspect of chesed and the love of
Hashem with which He leads the
Jewish people, one can live far
longer than his parents. In
addition, the Torah tells us that
every mitzva that we do, every
good deed, adds to our merits and
blessings that Hashem grants us.

ETERNAL LIFE
Thinking about the length of

our life only pertains to the time
before the Geula. In the future,
there will be no illness or death
and we will all live eternally. All
Jews who lived in previous
generations will be resurrected and
will live forever.

We have heard from the Rebbe
that we are in the final stage and
moments of galus and hinei,
Moshiach ba, at which time we will
merit length of days and good
years, lives full of everything good.

Source: Likkutei Sichos vol. 15, p. 217

A Jew knows that life and death are not a
result of strength or weakness of the body
as transmitted by DNA. It is Hashem who
decides how long we shall live.
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STORIES OF THE SOUL
AT IDF OUTPOSTS

A sizable portion of the
outreach work is directed towards
IDF soldiers stationed throughout
the region. Besides the vast
seasonal activities before each
holiday, when they make certain
not to leave any soldier in the area
unaware that it’s Chanukah or
Purim, there are also the regular
year-round T’fillin Campaign
activities. This great outreach
program takes place in cooperation
with other regional Chabad
Houses, such as Efrat, Chevron,
Bat Ayin, and Beitar Illit.

Rabbi Rosenfeld relates some
amazing instances of Divine
Providence that he’s witnessed
through these activities:

“There are a number of army
stations that command a view of
the entrance to Arab villages. There
are also terraces and outposts
where a limited number of lone
soldiers serve on duty, and we try
to reach all of them as well. Last
Chanukah, we came to one of these
lone outposts. The soldier on duty

there was positively stunned to see
us. Overcome with excitement, he
apologized that there wasn’t room
for all of us in the watchtower,
which measured less than two and
a half feet square. Yet, in the end,
there proved to be plenty of room
and plenty of simcha for everyone.
The soldier couldn’t believe his
eyes, as the boundless joy and his
emotion proved so contagious that
we all caught the bug.”

One of Rabbi Rosenfeld’s
biggest helpers in his activities,
Rabbi Dovid Kotler, tells about an
amazing case of Divine Providence
that took place this past Purim: 

“We had been invited to read
the Megilla at an army base located
near the settlement. When we
arrived there, we discovered that
the base was empty. We heard from
soldiers standing at the entrance
that the few religious soldiers had
just left to hear the Megilla at the
yishuv. We didn’t waste a moment
and moved on to our next stop –
another army base, located near
Beit Shemesh. 

“Upon our arrival at the
entrance to the base, we heard
voices saying ‘Amen’ in unison,
followed by the sound of blotting

out Haman’s name. We realized
that we had come late again and
someone else was reading the
Megilla for the soldiers. We headed
back to Beitar Illit feeling rather
disappointed that we hadn’t
succeeded in our mission. We had
to return to the base at Karmei
Tzur to read for those soldiers who
had been on patrol at the time of
Megilla reading. When we got
there, we were surprised to find
about two hundred soldiers sitting
and waiting for us.”

Those soldiers had come from
all over the region, and the feeling
of having ‘missed out’ that
enveloped them naturally
disappeared at that very moment.
“This was a wonderful form of
compensation,” Rabbi Kotler
concluded.

Rabbi Kotler’s own process of
kiruv to the teachings of chassidus
and the Rebbe, Melech
HaMoshiach, started through the
bachurim at the Chabad yeshiva in
Kiryat Gat, who came to do
outreach activities at Moshav
Nehora, where he lived with his
family. “To this day, I maintain a
strong connection with these
bachurim, who have since gotten
married and started families.
Despite the fact that I studied in
Yeshivat “Ohr Somayach” in
Yerushalayim, I eventually moved
on to learn chassidus and Chabad
customs.”

The journey to reach these IDF
bases and outposts was not always
a bed of roses. There are many
hostile Arab villages along the long
and winding roads leading to these
locations. “Every time I approach
one of these dangerous areas, I
stop my vehicle for a few moments
and say, ‘Rebbe, all of this avoda is
for you; I ask you to protect me!’

“Two years ago on Purim, I was
traveling with several bachurim in
my vehicle towards a rendezvous
with soldiers waiting to hear the
Megilla reading, as the sun was
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BEARING
FRUIT IN 
KARMEI TZUR
By Nosson Avrohom
Translated By Michoel Leib Dobry
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starting to set. On my right side, I
saw a commercial vehicle standing
on the side of the road, and I
prayed in my heart that he won’t
make a U-turn, which would lead
to a certain collision. Just as I was
thinking this very thought, the
truck began to turn around.

“I was gripped by panic. I said
to myself, ‘Never mind me,
Hashem – what about the soldiers
waiting for us to read the Megilla
for them?’ I stopped the car, but
the other vehicle kept moving. It
was only due to a complete
miracle, which I don’t understand
to this day, that we avoided a head-
on collision and continued on our
way. This was unquestionably one
of the most influential experiences
I ever had on my shlichus here. We
reached the base about a minute
before sundown, and the soldiers
were privileged to hear about
another miracle – in those times
and even in our times…”

Rabbi Rosenfeld then told us
about a personal miracle that he
experienced in the early days of his
shlichus activities, during the dark
days of the second intifada:

“One of the things that I
heartily recommend to every
chassid is to give lifts to soldiers
and play a disc of a shiur or a
farbrengen in the car. In this
manner, you can have a powerful
influence without saying a word. I
customarily do this on a regular
basis, and I’m surprised anew every
time by the reactions it elicits.
Many want to know where they can
buy the disc, while many others
express their fascination, leading to
a discussion about Judaism and
chassidus. We can never know the
effect upon the person that we pick
up.

“The miracle that I experienced
took place several years ago, in the
days between Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur. I had stopped at the
junction leading to Karmei Tzur to
offer a lift to some hitchhikers, but

none of them needed a ride in my
direction, so I continued on my
way. About a minute later, I heard
the echoes of rapid gunfire. As I
was entering the gates to the
yishuv, I noticed a number of
ambulances roaring in the direction
I had just come from. I discovered
later that terrorists had stopped
their vehicles in front of the
junction and opened fire, killing
three of the Jews whom I had just
offered a ride. When I returned to
the junction, I made the bracha of
‘Blessed is He Who performed a

miracle for me…’”

THE ANNOUNCEMENT
OF THE REDEMPTION:
WHEN YOU EXPLAIN,

EVERYTHING IS
UNDERSTOOD

Regular weekly activities also
take place with local settlement
children, when the students of
Chabad high schools for girls come
to visit the yishuv and run the
Tzivos Hashem club activities.
“They say the Twelve P’sukim with

Lag B’Omer parade in Karmei Tzur

  Joy breaks all boundaries
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the children, tell them chassidic
stories, and if there’s a holiday,
they speak about the relevant
themes at length. They also run
various extramural activities. The
children make certain not to miss a
single week, and many of those
living on the yishuv have already
acquired letters in the Children’s
Seifer Torah.”

On Lag B’Omer and at other
children’s rallies, you can see most
of the settlement’s children
participating, sometimes with their
parents, and this definitely warms
the heart. “I had a big surprise for
the kids during the last parade. I
brought them a magician from
Beersheva, and at the height of the
parade, he asked me for the
microphone. With great emotion,
he told the crowd that his name is
Menachem Mendel and he was
born with the Rebbe’s bracha. The
doctors had told his mother that
the situation from a medical
standpoint was hopeless, but the

Rebbe gave his blessing and he was
born. The story made a deep and
positive impression upon everyone,
children and adults alike.”

Rabbi Rosenfeld also holds
activities on Moshiach and the
Redemption. “What we have to do
is not to give instructions, but to
explain and provide reasons. When
you explain, everything is
understood. Today, there are vast
communities, particularly among
the settler population, which have
detached themselves from the
‘messianic’ nature of the modern
Zionist state, as a result of the
government’s ‘disengagement’
policies. Karmei Tzur itself is one
of the yishuvim scheduled for
possible expulsion, and the
residents here know that there is
no one upon whom they can rely.
Realizing that they could be thrown
out of their homes at any given
moment, they have many serious
questions about the country’s
leadership.

“They find the real answers in
the teachings of chassidus and the
Rebbe’s sichos, where the role of
Melech HaMoshiach and the
nature of the times we live in are
explained with the utmost depth
and clarity. Our most vital objective
is to place ‘the lights of Tohu’ into
‘the vessels of Tikkun’ - to take the
highest possible lights of chassidus
and make every effort, through
proper explanation, to bring them
down to the level of ‘the vessels of
Tikkun’, so that average people can
understand. During the week of
Parshas VaYechi, I taught the sicha
from Likkutei Sichos, Vol. 31,
which discusses how Yaakov Avinu
didn’t die. At the end of the shiur,
someone got up and said quite
simply, ‘That means that the Rebbe
is alive…’”

***
When we spoke with Rabbi

Rosenfeld about his future plans,
he shifted in his chair
uncomfortably. I quickly realized
that he’s not the type of person
that designs projects. His activities
are done in growing measure on a
“one-on-one” basis. “The plan is to
widen the circle and reach as many
Jews on the settlement as possible.
Today, approximately twenty
percent of yishuv members
participate regularly in our Torah
classes. In addition, there’s an age
group that I have so far failed to
penetrate – the teenagers. This is a
great challenge that I place before
myself, but with G-d’s help, we will
succeed.”

Karmei Tzur itself is one of the
yishuvim scheduled for possible
expulsion, and the residents here know
that there is no one upon whom they
can rely. Realizing that they could be
thrown out of their homes at any given
moment, they have many serious
questions about the country’s
leadership.

ADD IN ACTS
OF GOODNESS & KINDNESS
TO BRING MOSHIACH NOW!
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[Continued from Issue #714]
On the Shabbos following the Rebbetzin’s

Shloshim, the Rebbe spoke, acknowledging the
worthy undertaking of his emissaries, the shluchim,
of completing the writing of a Torah scroll that
Thursday, the day of the Shloshim. It is appropriate
that the emissaries were the ones responsible for
producing the Torah scroll, for their entire purpose –
going out to the furthest extremes, away from the
holiness of the Rebbe’s court, and bringing that
holiness outwards, to Jews who have even lost their
slightest affiliation with Judaism – echoes the
accomplishment of writing a Torah scroll. 

To explain: At its source, the G-dly source from
which the Torah is derived, the Torah’s letters are
said to be engraved, a medium of writing that

emphasizes the unity between the letters and the
“material” upon which they appear, reflecting the
unity of G-d’s wisdom (the letters, form) with G-d’s
essence and being (substance). 

The Tablets Moshe Rabbeinu was given on Mount
Sinai are an embodiment of this lofty level of Torah,
engraved letters. The Tablets were placed in the Ark
in the Holy of Holies, where they remain covered and
unseen. Together with the Tablets in the Ark,204
however, was a Torah scroll, written by Moshe
Rabbeinu, reflecting the union and passage, as it
were, of the engraved letters of the Torah to the
Written Torah, ink on parchment. All future Torah
scrolls that are written, exactly replicating Moshe
Rabbeinu’s Torah, represent the further passage or
decent of the Torah, away from the cloistered
sanctity of the Holy of Holies and into the public
domain, where the Torah scroll is available to be
opened up and studied. 

In the philosophical terms of Chabad Chassidus,
the Rebbe details the spiritual descent of the Torah,
especially as expressed in writing a Torah scroll, and
traces its likeness to the mission of shlichus, being
sent as emissaries of the Rebbe:

“Torah is ‘from Heaven’  – ‘from the heavens I spoke to
you.’205 It is the wisdom and will of the Holy One
Blessed Be He. Indeed, it is literally one with the very
essence and being of G-d, reflected in the saying,
‘Torah and G-d are entirely one.’206 Nevertheless, ‘it
descended from its place of holiness…and journeyed
and descended within the concealed heights, from level
to level in the process of the descent of G-dly energy
within the worlds, until it became invested within
physical things and the affairs of the material world,
which are the vast majority of the Mitzvos of the Torah
and their specific laws, and the combination of physical
letters appearing as ink upon the scroll, etc.’207

“This descent…embodies the concept of shlichus,

mosh iach & geu la

Together with the Tablets in
the Ark, however, was a
Torah scroll, written by
Moshe Rabbeinu, reflecting
the union and passage, as it
were, of the engraved letters
of the Torah to the Written
Torah, ink on parchment. *
Tracing the Rebbe MH”M’s
instructions on how to
perfect our Divine service in
the Final Era.

~ The Final Era ~

‘MY EMISSARY, 
THE TORAH’
By Boruch Merkur (based on Seifer HaSichos 5748 Vol. 1, pg. 306-319)
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being sent as an emissary, insofar as G-d ‘sends’ the
Torah downward in order that Jews should be able to
study Torah and fulfill Mitzvos…specifically within the
context of the material world.208 In this manner, the
Supernal intent of the entirety of Creation is fulfilled
(including the ‘shlichus-mission’ of the Jewish people’s
souls descent from above to below, from a towering
mountain to a deep abyss). Namely, ‘The Holy One,
Blessed Be He, desired to have for Himself a dwelling
place in the lower worlds.’209

“In fact, the above explanation also illuminates the
significance of writing a Torah scroll. For the descent of
Torah specifically into the physical world is not only
relevant to the ‘Giver’ [of the Torah, G-d Himself] but
also the ‘recipient.’ That is, when a person, here below,
writes a Torah scroll, ‘a combination of physical letters,
made up of ink on a scroll,’ within these letters and by
means of these letters is drawn down and revealed the
holiness of the Torah as it is one with G-d’s being and
essence. Thus, the sanctity of the letters of a Torah
scroll further emphasize the decent (shlichus) into the

physical world, to be invested within ‘a combination of
physical letters, made up of ink on a scroll (which is not
so regarding the Oral Torah).’”

NOTES
204 Within the Ark or beside it (according to the two
opinions appearing in Bava Basra 14a ff; commentary of
Rashi on Parshas VaYeilech 31:26).
205 Yisro 20:19; see Sanhedrin beginning of Perek
Cheilek.
206 Zohar, cited in Tanya, Ch. 23, beg. – see Footnote
22 in the original.
207 Tanya Ch. 4 (8b)
208 To note that also with regard to Torah study, which is
also applicable in Gan Eden (unlike the performance of
Mitzvos, which are only possible in the physical world),
there is an advantage specifically in the physical world,
etc. – see Footnote 25 in the original. 
209 See Tanchuma Naso 16, among other places; Tanya
Ch. 36, and several other places.

us ascend the mountain of G-d...
and He will teach us of His ways.’”
[21]

The divine service of the Jews
and the influence it will arouse will
radiate to the world at large,
motivating them to seek G-dly
knowledge. May this take place in
the immediate future.

Adapted from Likkutei Sichos: Vol. XV, p.
191ff, Vol. XXV, p. 123ff

NOTES:

1. Rashi, Genesis 25:19.

2. See Sanhedrin 19b, Rashi,
Numbers 3:1.

3. Seforno, loc. cit.

4. This is borne out by the fact that
both Parshas Noach and Parshas
Toldos begin with the words: Eileh
toldos, “These are the chronicles
of....”

Nevertheless, Parshas Noach is given
that name because the lessons it
teaches center on the concepts of
satisfaction and repose (see the essay

entitled “Genuine Satisfaction:
Noach’s Legacy”).

Parshas Toldos which focuses on the
chronicles of Yitzchok’s life, by
contrast, communicates the
importance of creating a posterity.

5. See Genesis, ch. 26.

6. Ibid.

7. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos
Avodas Kochavim 1:2, based on Sota
10a, B’Reishis Rabba, the conclusion
of sec. 54.

8. Tanya, ch. 2.

9. B’Reishis Rabba 64:3.

10. Genesis 26:2.

11. Ibid.:28.

12. In this way, Yitzchok’s “progeny”
resembled him as children resemble a
father.

13. Shmos Rabba 30:3.

14. Targum Yonason, Genesis 50:13.
Toras Chayim 89d cites this statement
in the name of the Zohar. See also
similar quotes in Sota 13a, Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 39.

15. Kiddushin 18a.

16. This provides every parent with a
lesson with regard to the way to relate
to his children, even if, G-d forbid,
their conduct - like Eisav’s - is
lacking.

A parent should never give up, and
should constantly continue trying to
reveal his child’s inner potential.
Forever, since “all Jews are
responsible one for another” (Shavuos
39a), this lesson applies not only with
regard to our own children, but with
regard to every member of the Jewish
people.

We must, to quote the Mishna (Avos
1:12): “ Love the created beings and
bring them close to the Torah.”

17. A foretaste of the realization of
Eisav’s spiritual potential can be seen
in the converts from his descendants:
the prophet Ovadia, Unkelus, and
Rabbi Meir (Torah Or, Toldos 20c).

18. Ovadia 1:21.

19. Shabbos 89b.

20. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos
Melachim 12:5.

21. Isaiah 2:2-3.

[Continued from pg. 5]
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